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and been fcoia that that waa the law which these ^ 
® angers professed to follow,mnst have beon a canons 
Boectacle. They who professed to believe the eom- 
m inds that they should not steal, covet their neigh- 
hour’s goods, kill, or injure— roust have been seen 

Sh winder to be the most covetous nmrderons, and | 

Tvcannical of men. Buv if the natives could have 
read the declaration of Christ—” By this shall men j 
know that ye are my disciples, that ye love one 
Mother,”— the wonder must have been tenfold ; lor | 
never did men exhibit such an intensity of hatred,, 
^A-ilousv and vengeance towards each other. For-, 
taguese^Datob, French, English, and Danes oommg[ 
to»ather or one after the other, fell on each other a- 
fom factories, and ships with the most vindictivj 
fury! They attacked each other at sea or at land , hey 
nrooagated the mostimfamous characters of each other 
wherever they came, in order to supersede each othM 
Whe goodgVaCes of the people who had valUaW 
trading stations, or were in ^ssession of gold m 

tiaar s^nutmegs or cinnamon, coffee, 

loved one another to that degree that they we| 
ready to iom ^here in the muj 

^urLroas attempts to massacre and drive away ea^ 
!^ber What must have seemed moat estraordinar 
«frn was the English expelling with rigour tho« 

of their own countrymen who ventured there wrtbg 

?he sLotion of the panicular trading company whiC 
claimed a monoply of Indian commerce. The 
S oertinao.ty w th which Englishmen attacked at 
fixoelled Englishmen, was even more violent than th 
Jiol they ^ shewed to 
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Englisbjeind French, ia the B^iefc, in which every 
species of cruelty and. bad faith have been exhibited 
one of the most melancholy and humiliating nabnre* 
Those of the English and French did not cease till the 
very last peace. At every outbreak of war between 
these nations in Europe, the forts and factories and 
•islands which had been again and again seized upon 
and again and again restored by treaties of peace in 
India, became immediately the scene of fresh a^res- 
sions, bickerings, and enormities. The hate which 
bnrnt m Europe was felt hotly, even to that distance ; 
and men of another climate, who had m real interest 
in the q.ae«tioii, and to whom Europe was but the name 
of a distant region which had for genera lions sent out 
swarms of powerful oppre.-sor8, were called upon to 
Spill, their-: blood and wfisie thtir rewurces, in tiies© 
strange deeds of their tyrants. It is to be hoped that 
the balk of this evil is now passed. In the penmaola 
Cf India, to which I am intending in the followioij 
/ chapters to confine niy attention, the French now re- 
tain only the factories of Chandernagore, Garieall 
Mahee, and Pondicharee ; the Portugae-ie Goa* 
Daman, smd Din ; the Dutch, Serampore and Tranque- 
bar ; while the Enisrlish power had triumphed over 
toe bulk of the continent -over the vast regions of 
Bengal, Madras, Bombay, the Decan and the Carna- 
rio—over a surface of upwards of 500 thousand square 
miles, and a population of nearly a 100 miliions of 
people! 'I'hese states are either directly and avowedly 
in British posses.<ion, or are as entirely so under the 
name of al lies. We may well, therefore, leave the 
history of the squabbles and contests of toe Bnrone ,n 
Christians with each other for this enormous power 
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disgraceful as ftat litatory is to the name of Christy 

2v-to inquire how we, whose ascendancy has so 
-wo iderfally prevailed there, have gained this domi- ; 

nion and how we have used it. 

When Europe sought your sahjeot-realms to gam, 

And stretched her giant sceptre o’vr the main, , 

Taught her proud barks the winding way to shape, 
And braved the stormy spirit of the C^pe ; 

of BraDQBi ! then was mercy 'BigO|, , 

To wash the stain of blood’s eternal dye ? 
n? 1 Peace descend to triumph and to save, i 

When free-born Britons crossed the Indian wave f 
Ah no t— to more than Rome’s ambition true, 

The muse of Freedom gave it. not to you ! 

She the bold route of Earope’s guilt began, . 

And in the march oi nations, led the van i 

; , ' ; , Pieasiires of Hop©« ' ',| 

We are here to witness a new scene of conque^. | 

The India! nativesjwere too powerful and populous to 

If the Eur oceans to march at ouce into the heart 
■ ”, .h., had don. into ..n.h , 

« exceptions ; the monntai- ; 

' *1 the liSiiputH, others^ were - 

the Eotiila 1^1 ’ tribes.' But 'besides tbi% thd 

wi.u.or Mog,i. ^ 
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Hiodos, fiad for centuries maiotaicaS iteir sway by 
■".tfie same,, power by whicb they ' bad ' gained; i|},, "ihmt 
of arms, Tliey could, bring' '.ifi'to tba. field, :'in3.iB0n80 
bodies of troop.*?, which , though loaud eve.otually 
nnable fco compete with Boropeau power aod disci pi« 
line, were fc«-o formidable to be rashly .attacked, aud 
linve cost oceans of ' Hood and treasure , finally ' to 
reduce them to '^abjection., ' Moreover, the; odium 
which the Spainiards |and, Portuguese had everywhere 
excited by theif' unceremonious atrocities, ma/ be 
s.opposed to have liad their effect on the English, who 
are a reflecting people; and it is to be hop^d -also that 
the progress ol sound policy and of Christian know- 
ledge, hoiTever slow, may be taken into the account 
in some degree. They went out too under different 
cirourastHnees — not as mere advemarers, but as sober 
traders, aiming at establidiing a permanent find en- 
nohiug.oommerce with tht^c couairies ; and if Chris- ' 
tiiioity, if , the laws of Justice and of ' humanity were 
to be violated, it must be under a guise of policy, and 
a form of law, .. r 

^ We shall not enter into a minute notice of the ■ 
earliest proceedings of the Bugltsh in India^ b--cau8a' 
lor upwards of a century from the formation of their-' 
first trading association, those proceedings are com* ■ 
paraively insig-dfioaut. 

During that per od Bombay had been ceded an part 
of a marriage^portion by Ihe Portuguese to Charles 
established at Surat,' .Madras, V 

Masulipafcam, Vbigapatam, Calcatta,®,nd other pl:-Of;8-; ' ■'* 

: o^t^it was not till the different chartered companies’ 

•Were ooiisolidated into oue grand company la” 1708®' 
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of Protidenca It is true dotnmion^ 

Of wi!! become, far batfcei? to the Hindoos tbaii tlial 
of the crttel aad ^exacting Mogals f btit;who^ made a®, 
the jadge and the raler over .these people 

if thn real ohjeet of our policy and mertions in- 
India has been the a ckievenient of wealth . and powers^ 
m it imiouhUdly hm, it is pitiful and htjpocnmat 
to endeavour to clothe it with the pretence of nofMng 
the mill of Providence, and seeking the good of 

We shall soon see which ■. object has been, 
most zealously , and updeviatingly pa.rsaed, and 
what means. If our desires have been, not to ©nricfi 
and aggrandise oarsalves, but to benefit the people 
and resccie them from the tyranny of bad rulers^ 
heaven knows what wide tealms are yet open to onr, 
benevdhmt exertion ; what despots there are to 
down 5 what miserable millions to relieve from dheir, 
oppressions and when we behold Englishmen leyel-*, 
ling their vengeance against such tyrants, and visit-^ 
ing such unhappy , people with their protectiv© power^,, 
where neither gold nor precious merchandise are to^ 
woo at the same time, we may safely give the am|^0sl:,_ 
credence and : the profoiindest admiration to : their ■ 
claims of disirit 'rested philanthropy. If they present _ 
themseives as the champions of ^ freedom, ' and the ^ 
apostles of social amelioration, we shall soon have, 
O;.»p0rtoi!>ties of asking how far they ' have maintained’; 
these characters. 

Mr. Amber, in his **Historj of the British power ii| i 
has quoted largely f rom' letters of the Board i 
of Director.'? of the Company^passages-toshow how sin^ ’t 
cerdj ihe' representatives of the Ibsi India Campanf , • 





at boma Have aesired bo ^ppfes^t”SctiTn ; to 
ripbta of ^bs Batives^ to a«4d opp 

reMst the 3P‘"^ T Jlr woclHimed tb^ip wisbea ^ 

They have from year to yea { ^ di^oiaimed e‘^ 

for .L oomlor. .f the P«>P »' *"? dedered th, t 

iTJSfc ot terpitonal a political body ; 

they were ® ‘’thirst of conquest i" ^heir 

and have rebuked 7*’'® ^g^rain the avidity of 

agents, and endeavoured to 

extortion m thm. g^a a body of grave and 

Directora preaeat themselv admirable 

honorable “ 

rmay give them the uunost , we 

their pvoJo^sio"® ^.nVe is Unfortunately tb® 

all know what h“®7,°^'^“J®nnage brought home to 
power, the wealth, ao .. their own wssbea an 

maxima were of aach an ove xVa.„ 

nature, that it was la Mlosophy of conquest 

such colours does the < ^j.(n,is.,cti^'ris b'--tween 

and deplomncy disgum the 0 for plain men 

one state ami ^ the nihed enormit'j 

lery readUy to applaud ng the 

heneath. When all ^|7_th0 extension of territory, 

sdeoesa of Indian a2a , . valour of th. ir 

the ability oS the flattering growth ot 

troops ; and when they nt ,han 

their greatness, lb eq M intentions, to 

mere mercantile prohity and g 

them to strip away the *‘‘'7,.? themselves of the un- 

tranaactioBS, and sternly a ' therelore concede 

holiness of their nature. Wa may 
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to the Direotors of tie East India Company, and to 
their governors HBfi officers in general, tfce very 
betst intentions, knowing as'We .doy’, tfe-e force of 
fliieiices soch as we have already -alltided to, and rhe 
force also of modern diplometio-- and 'militHry ednoa- 
tion, by wliich a policy and practices"of the most dis^ 
mal character bt-oome gradiaaily -.to b© ' regarded 
merely onexceptionable, bat /highly ' ' honorable 
We may allow all this, and yet . pronoance the 
mode by which the Ea?^t India ConapHny has possessed 
of Hicidastan, as the most revolting and nochris- 
iiao that can pos.dbly be conceived. The siiofc^t 
masterly policy,: regarded independent of its morale^ 
and a 'Valour more' than Homan have been exhibited 
by O'ur Governors-generala and armies on the plains 
of ifiodustan : but if there ever was one system mors 
Machiavelian-^more appTopriative - of the show of 
jUiiftcti where the ba^'est injustice wjs attempted — 
fhore coid^ '^ cruei^ haughty and unrelenting than 
Otke'}\^ii, is ihe system by which the gouernment of 
the dijferent stftteH of India has been wrested from 
thf' hands of their respective princes and collerted 
into the grasp of the British p>iwer. Inoalculabl© 
gainers as'we have; been" by system, it is ini'-Oisi^ 
bl@ toTeview it withoni feeImg« of the m'-st poigimnfe. 
sham© .slid the highest indignationr Whenever w© ' 
felk -to other nali<,»ns of British, iait-h and^ ' integrity, 
the? may well point to lntjia,m d^-ri^ive -scoris. 'Tii©'' 
system wbich,^for more ih-in. .a century,., was steadil/ 
at work to strip tha native princes of their dominions, 
and that too noder the iBost- sacred pleas of right aod 
■expediency s iS' a- system,, of torture more exjjuisile 


Ibatl regal Gr spfnttial tyranny efer before discdf.erecl.i 
stich .as ?!ie world has noth'Hg to ^bow'* 

ol ihe rept^a.ted ioHiroctioos,, seat o# by the 

Court et' Directors -to their 'Servants in India-j to avoid 
territoriai ■eXqiiiftitioTis, ■■atid'to csoltivate; only.- .hoaest, 
and. hoaora’bia cOM'inBrCe there ' is svi.dence thal 
from the e.ariiest .period' the ■de.*'ire. of cOs.- quest , was, 
eot©rtaiiaf^d^,’’and was, spite of- better desires^ ^always, 
to .'■ wblco.me- te be abundant, in ^ the instruc- 
tions ,■ forwarded in i689v the . Directors 
pounded ' ..themselves in the ■ following' ^Words s 
*^Tb6 ’rncreaee/ of our 'revenue is,.. the ^ ■ subject of 
our-oare,'aa much .as our trade :-.'t is thot must 
mainrain our force when' twenty accidedts m;<y 
ierrupt 'OUT trade ;—’t , is ''that must /make , u.« a natioa,. 
io'Jodia. Without.thHt, we are but, as a great immv 
ber ■ of - interlopers, .united' by bis Majesty V, my at 
charter',, fit only to ■tra-ie''’*' where bo body; of ^ po,wef 

thinks fit only to prevent . us 5 and upon this acroont 
i: is that the wise Dutch, In' general advices 

which we have seen, write ten paragr^iphs cuBcenang 

their .governmeiifc, their e vil and midtary policy,, 
warfare, an- ■■ the increase of their revenue, for one 

paragraph they write.ooncerning trade"' Mills Mis- 

tory o'f 'British iHBl A,. i 74: Beuob iii» 7d« , . .■■ 

Spite, of all pretences to the of»ntrary spit© al 

advices and exhortaiicnsfrom ih© government at home 
of a more unambitious cbaracter,' this.' was. the ^spini . 
that never ceased to actuate . the Ooropauy, and, . was; 
ip clearly felt to be it, that its highest aervauts, m 
the face of more peaceful iojti actions, and in the &sc 
of the-Act of Parliament slriciy " prohibiting temta*' 
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ria! extensioa*?, wenfc m perpetually to a3<3 coti^iieiS 
tocunqaesfc, onder the »hbw cf^ iie 0 **»siiy ■ or .^civil 
treaty; and the^ who offended mont against letter. 
/' of the law, ^rntified mont enHreli/ ' the . 'Spirrt of 
the Gompimg and the nation. Who have' been, looked' 
upon asi .^o em i neo tl y the benefactors and , , h on on re ra , 
of the nathiu by Indian acquisition ss' 'Lord Clivey 
Warren Hasting 8 ,and the Marquf^sa of 'Wellesley' ?' ,It 
■ IS' lor. the determined and ' success fn oppos!ti')n to the 
ostensible principles and annnaily reiterated advices 
ol the Company, 'that 'that very Company has heaped 
wealth and distinctions upon 'tfese' and other per^ 
soiis,^ .end .for which it has just recently voted an "ad-* 
ditioiial pension to the latter nobleman. 

What then is this system of torture by which th© 
possessions of the Indian princes ' have hem wriijtg 
from th.ein f It is this — ^tbe skillful ' applica of 
the process by which cunning men. crt-a^e' debtors, and 
then force them at once to submit to' their most exhor- 
bitant demands* From the m* men! that the Friglisb 
felt that they had the power in India to divide and 
conquer, ’Mhey adopted the plan of doin^ it. rathe'r 
by plausible manoeuvres than by a bold avowal 
of their designs, and a more honest plea of the light; 
of conquest — the ancient doctrine- of 'the' strong, whfch 
they begun to perceive was Bi>t quite so much in es- 
teem as' formerly. Had they said at once, these 
Mahomedan princes are arbitrary, cruel, andperfi«ii'-»'as " 
~we will depose them^ and assume, the Governmenl 
oarselves—w© pretend to no other authority fur oiir ; 
act tban our ability to do It, and no ■ other excuse for 
oiirooadaoi than gur deteiuiiiiatioii to redress' IM. 
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aTils of the people.: thafe wo-uld have been a .candicl 
beliavioar. It woald have been ,8,0 far in^^accordanoe 
w'itii the aacienl: doctrine of: natioBB i.liat. ^ little^ wGalci 
have been thoagbt of it; aiid/tkt>E./li as ■Christiafjs. we 
conid aot .have apoiauded the' dang evil .that . good 
might coBir^ of it/’ yet had the proirnst-d' baoeilt' to more; 
than eighty .millions of people fo-dowed, that gl;>rh^s. 
penance woald have. -gone far in the. mosfe acrnpuloua 
mind' to have jn 'tided the. crime of lisurpatioo. But 
the mischief h-iS been,' that while the ' exaC' io.ris md 
extortions <>n the people have been eonUnued, and.^ 
in many cases exagg-r-aed, the means^ of usurpation 
have been thO'e globing and hypocritical arts, .wDicn 
are more dangerous from their subtlety than 
violence, and more, detestable because wearing tha 
f.-ice,, and msing the langung-, of friendship^ and 
justice. A faui fnend.sfiip, indeed, has that of the 
E. g ish been to ail those princes that were adored by 
it It hns pulled them every <.ne from their thrones, 
or has left them there the oontemp tibia puppets of a 
power that works its arbitrary will through them. 
B-utdriendship'or- enmity, the .result has been even-* 
tuaily the same' -to. th«.rn.., ■, If they resisted 
wirh tliA Anfiipnanhinfif Bfiirb^h, they were S )On cliarg-^ 


( IS } 


troops with .them to ' proteel tlieni fro® 
' aggreS-sioB. For theee services smh eoormoti’s re-^ 
compeose was stipnlate^i for, that the onwarj priscei^^ 
entrapped hy thnr fears of- their- native foes rather 
than . oi ..their pretended friends, soon found that- they 
were utterly BDable to dBcbarge them. Dreadful 
exactions were ' made on their subjects, but in Tain-.. 
Whole provinces,' or, the revenues, of - tliem, were 
socm obliged to be made over to their grasping 
friends; but they did not suffice for their demands. 
In Order to pi^y them their debts or their interest^ 
the princes were obliged to borrow large sums at an 
extravagant rate. I'hese sums were eagerly advanced 
by the'-' English io their private and individual capaei* 
lies, and securities again taken on lands or revenues. 
At every step the unhappy princes became m.ore an.d 
more embarrassed,' aod as the embarrassment in««> 
Creased, the claims of the company became proportion-* 
ably pressing. In. the technica! phraseology of money 
lenders, , *Hlie screw Wns then turned, fill there was 
no I-nger any enduring it. The unfortunate princes 
felt themselves, instead of ■ being relieved by their 
, artful friends, aoioally introduced by them into 

Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace 
And rest can never dwell ; hope neve-r come® 

' > That comes to all but torture without and 
‘ ' , Still urges. 

■ ' - To escape it, there became no alfernative :bat ' to 
Ihfo'w theuiseives entirely upon the mercy of Iheir 
; inexorable creditors,' or to break out into armed ' resist 
lone©* In the one case they found themselves speedi- 



!y' 8trippB«3 of every vestige of their power—their re** 

veoo©.^- md. msDagement of their terntaries given over 
to these, creditors, which stili never ^vere enough io li- 
quidate fcheir^ monstrous and growing demands; so that 
the next proposdim 'was that they should eotirely 
cede their territories, and become pensioners on their 
nsurpers. In the other case, they were at once de- 
clared perfidioaa and swindling,— no faith' was to be 
kept with them, — they were a.'^sanited by' the irresisti- 
ble arms of their oppressors, and inevitably^ destroyed 
or deposed# 

If they soaght aid from, another state, that^ ba- 
'■ cam© a fortunate plea to' attack that state too ; and 
the Eugiish were not contented to chastise the stHte 
' thus aiding its ancient neighhonr, it was deemed quite 
sufiBcient ground to seize and subfugateit also* There 
was no province that- was for - a, .'moment safe^ from 
this most convenient system of policy, which feared 
public opinion saffici0.ntly , to seek arguments to make 
m case before it, but - resolved ■ still to seize, 
by hook or by crook, all that it coveted#' 
It did not suffice -that a proyince merely re-' 
fused an aliinsace, if the proper'hime was deemed , to 
b© arrived for its seizure— some plea of danger or 
suspicion was set up against it. it was called ■ .good 
policy not to wait for 'attack, but 'to charge it with 
hostile de^igns, though .not a hostile indioation. waa 
given— it was assailed wrh all the iorces in the em- 
pire# Those princes' that were onc0''8ob]eoted to the 
British power or the British frimddip^ were set. up 
©r palled down just as it 'Buited 'iheir pleasure# If 
necessary® the most odious stigmas were fixed on them 
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to eat rid of them -they were c’ared weaMiseolote, 
or UirK't.mate. If a prince or princes^, was 8u.-p8o- 
fL of Wi-g wealth, soma villanoas scheme was 
hih^-d to pi under him or her of it. h or more than 
rceutary this shocking svsttm w«8 in operation, erery 
Lv growing more daring in its action, and more wide 
!n itfestetft. Power both gave security and aug- 
mented and acity-for every Biitish subject who^ was 
oot belonging to the Company, and therefore interes- 
Ld in its operations, was rigidly excluded from the 
counirv and none could therefore complain of the 
pvil deeds that were there done under 
the sun It is almost incredible that so 
abominable an influence could be for a century es- 
erei-ed over a great realm, by British subjects, many 
of whom were in all other respects worthy and most 
honourable men ; and, what is more, that it could be 
sanctioned by the British parliament, and f dmired by 
the British nation. But we have yet the proofs to 
adduce, and ati fortunately they are only too abundant 
fend oondn-ive. Let ns see them. 

We will for the present pass the op- 
erations of Clive in the Carnatic at once 
to diStroy the French influence there, and 
to set up Mahomet All, a creature of the English, 
We shall apon see the result of that; we will ohaerre 
in the first place the manner of cbtaiidng Bengal, 
as it became the head of the English empire in 
India, and the Centre of all future transactions. 

In 1756 Suraja Dowla, the Subedar of Bengal, 
demanded an officer belonging to him who, according 
to the custom amongst the coloniste there, had been 
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refa.^e at Calctitla, The ■ Eaglisli ; refttsed , lo,,pfe,' 
iiltti ,ijp* Tb©' Stibedar artwoked and 'io->k the pfae'li 
-One .hmidred and',: Forty' ax; of the ; English ' fell infe' 
the 'GoGqaerof^' hands, and wei:‘e,,;'8hiifc: Up fo'r the' 
jnigiit io'' the ceiebrated Black Hoie^' :wheDe0 only 
•twenty three' were taken oat alive 'in 'the morriiig. 
It «iay be said in' vindication of' the Stibahdfii*; tliat 
■ th# act^ of immnring these unfortunate people' i'O this 
horrible den was not his, but that , of 'the' guards ' "to 
,, whom they were 'entrusted for the night, and who' 'put' 
■thom there as in a place of the g-'@atest security ; and 
it may b--? added, not to the credit of /the English, thtd 
thi$ very black hole was tke English prison^ whete 
the k'lbit of mniin.in0 their prisoners^ 
As Mr. :. Mills very Jmtly asks What had they "to 
do_ with a bLck" hole? Had nO ' ^ blaok-hola 
existed, , as none ought to exist anywhere, least of 
all in the sultry and unwholesome climate 
of Bengal, those who'" perished to' ;Biack hole^"' , 'of 
Oaluufta wou d have experienced a different fate.®^ 
On the nows of the capture of' Oalcutta ’arriving' ' :'at 
Madras, a body ’ of-, troops was ' di-^patched un'def:' ' 
adm Fal Watson and Colonel Cliv’O, ^ for its recovery 
which Was sobn.effeCJ.ad, -and Hoogly, Us COosiderablB' 
city about twenty three, miles . further up' the . river, 
was also attacked and reduced. A treaty was' rioW 
o-iterad into with Sur^ja-. Dowla, , the Subahdar, which 
was not of long continuance^ for, leat • the Sabahd.-4r, 
who Was not at bottom friendly to the English, 'as he 
■ had .in, reality no cause,. -Should form' an alha'nc© with ' 
th© French at .Chand8ra®gore, they resolved to depose 
Mn ! This bold and unwa'rrantabl© scheme' of depos- 
ir-g a pri;i03 in his ow-ovnudwobted territO'rieS5' 'and ^ 


fcliat by mere strangers and traders: - on the consfc^ ii 
the begiai'iiag of thafe ratraordinsry:. -and nnexarrip- 
led assumption whi^sh h*8 also ■' always, marked tlia 
cjocfijct of tbtt English in India. , Scarcely had they 
entered into the treaty with this- Stibalidar than they 
resolved to depose him be cause he would protect the 
French, who were also permitted .to-hoH a factory m 
‘Im territory as well as they. Tlii-# audacious scheme 
Was Clive’s. Admiral Watson, on the contrary,., de«- 
•-clared it, an extraordinary.- thing to depose a man 
■they, had so lately made a solemn treaty with. But 
Clive, as he afterwards avowed, when examined 
before the House, ol Commoas, declared that they 
moat now, go further ; they, conid not stjp there. 
Bavin^ edahlished ■ themselves' by force and 'mi by 
'consent of 'ike Nabobs ke would -endeaWuf to drim 
them' out '.agmn»'^ ' ' ' ■ 

, This is the -'..robber^s doctrine ; — having coonmitted 
, one 'Outrage, .a second, or a series, of outrages saast- - 
be ,C()mm,itted, to. , prevent paoishnient^ and secure 
lh0,bo-otj.yBE,t-;^ -eMtertaiued the idea of 

p.iilliag the, 'H'ubahdar from his Ihroae, they did not 
^.lUiple to add treas.on -and rebellion the oriaie of 
in.vad,iog,,the,-,rights of , the .sovereign They began by 
.dehaiichiiig his own officers.' They' found out one 
Meer Jaffiar Ehan, a .man of koow,n traitorous mind^. 
who.had been,,, pay ,- master-general ..nnder the. former, 
^ab,a,hdar,'^ : -and ,' , -yet retained great power in the 
armyi , This - wretch,. oii.eGnditio-n'Of being placed oa 
tb,6,ihron©,. .ag.reed to betray his master, and -sedacO' 
as, many ,o,f the-ip-flaentiai - of. his. 'officers as p''>s.-'ibl 0 .. - 
yhe tenas of. this. diabolical confederftcj, between this* 





( IS 1 

ba »0 traitor »n3 the baser Christian Wnglish, as fhej? 
stand in the first parliamentary report on Indisp 
affairs, and as related by Orm^ in his History of Indip 
^ii, 153 ), and by SlHls (ii, 110 ) . are very instrn dire. 

The Inglish had got an idea whioh woiiderfnily 
sharpened their desire to depose Suraja Bowia, that 
he had an enormons treaan re. The Gointni ttee ot 
the Council of CUlcntta) r 0 »Hy believed, says Mr. Ornie, 
the wealth of Suraja Dowla mnoh greater than iS 
possibly eonld be, even if the whole life of^ the late 
Nawab AH Wa?di had not been spent m defending 
his doniinions against the invasions of mmntis ener 
roles ; aad even if Stiraja Dowla had reigned many^ 
pst-ad of one year. They resolved, accordingly, 
not to be sparing ip their coinm»nd 8 ; and the tijiuntion 
of Meer Jaffir, and the. ipanners and castoms of the 
country, made him ready to promise whatever they 
de-irad. in the name of conifienaatiOD for losses by 
the capture of Calcutta, Rs. i 0 ,()© 0 , 000 were premised 

to the iinglish Company ; Rs. 5.000, OOQ to Hngr 

lish inhabitants; Rs. 2 , 000 ,<)i >0 to the Indians, and 
Rs. 700,000 to the Armenian merchants. 
These sums were specified in _ the formal 
treaty. Besides this, the Committee resolved 
to ask Rs. ^.i, 00,000 for the sanadron. and 
the same amount for the army. When this was 
settled,*’ Says Lord Clive, “ Mr. Beoher, (a mem- 
her) to the Gominntee, be thoaghfe 

that Ooinrnittee, who maniiged the great maccine 
of government, whs entitled to some ponsiderai* 
tim,''as well as the army and navy.” Such a propo.'-j- 
tion in such aq as 8 elnbl|r could pot fail to appear 
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^ tiniaenfcly reasonabla It met witb a suitable appf0- 
bation,, Mr. Beclier inforais ns, that the- earns received 
were. , Rs. '.'280,000 by Mr. Drake the governor; 
280,000 .'by CoioQ'ei Clive ; and 240,000 each 
b? .himself, ■ Mr. ■ Wats, and Mr,' Major 
Kilpatrick, the inferior memhera ■ of tha 
committee. The terms ■ obtained by favoor of 
the company were, that all the French factories 
and eSects shoold be ^dven up 5 that the 'French 
should be for ever excluded from Bengal ; that tha 
territory 'sorrounding Calcatta 'to the distance of 60'0^ 
yards beyond the Marhatta ditch, and all the land 
lying South of Calcutta as far as Colpee, should 
be granted them on Zemiodary tenure, the 'CoDopany 
paying the rent in the same manner as the other 
Zf3i.m.tndarB, 

Thus did these Englishmen bargain with a trairor 
to betray his prince and country,-— the traitor, for 
the bribe of being himself made prince, not merely 
sell ids , master, but give two milrpns three 
hundrtd and nim-ty eight thousand pounds sterling 
(according to Orme 27,50,000 £ ) with vaiml 
able priveleges and ■ property of the state,— 
while these dealers in treason and rebeili-n pocketed 
each^ from, 240 to 280 thousands pounds sterling I A 
more infamous transaction is not on record. 

To carry this wicked conspiracy into effect, 
the English took the field against their vio- 
iim Suraja Duwla ; and Meer Jaffar, ' the trailer 
m the midst of . of the engagement moved off, and 
went 'Over to the •Englfeh with his trtops— 
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of Meer Karfm, they now preferred an psay too! hj 
one with more self will. la their treaty with him 
they tnacie a cLiisa npoa him for ten lakhs of rnpeea ; 
wiiich demand speedily grew to twenty, thirty, forty, 
and finHlly to fifty three lakhs of rapeee. AH delicacy 
was laid aside in soliciting the payment, and one-half 
o. It ^w„s soon extorted from him. The &abahdar, 
in was, oow become tfea merest pup pet m fcbeiff 
hands. They were the real lords of Bengal, and ia 
direct receipt of more than half the reyeruxes. With- 
in less than ten years from the difgraoefni bargain 
with the traitor Meer Jaffar, they had made Bengal 
&eir own, though they still hesitated to avow them- 
selves as Kssovereips ; they had got possession of 
acquired that power over the 
k - ^tidb, in coDSeqaence of the socoeasfal 

"" with the de- 

po^ Nawatj Meer Kasim, that would at any time 
make them entirely his masters ; the Mughal bim- 
eeif was ready and anxicns to obtain their friendship ; 

Here then is an opening instance of the meana 
by which we acquired our territories in India,- and 
the iangusg® of Lord Clive, when he returned thi- 

what 

other scenes were likely to en-oe, “We have at 
last arriTed at that critical period which I have ion« 
foreseen ; 1 mean that period which renders it neces“ 
sary for os to determine whether we can or shall take 
ae whole to ourselves. Jaffar Ali Khan is dead. 
Uis natural son 43 a minor; but I know not whether 



.ii0, is yet declared snccessor* Shujali Daala ia ^beal' ' 
.from ills dominions. We are in pos^essiotl .of it ; and 
it is .scarcely hyperbole to say,, — r^o- morrow the whole 
Mughal empire is in ©or power, • - The inhabitants of. 

. I' ‘.e' country 9 w© know, by ioag experience^ .ka¥e 
DO attaoliaient to any obligation. Their forces,.' are.: , 
Deithor disciplined, cominandied, nor payed like , oars-. ,: 
Can it .then, be doubtful 'that. ,a large army ' ■ of 
Europeans will effectuaily preserve 'US sovereigns ?’» ■ 

The scene of aggression and aggrandizement 
li'^^re indicated, scon grew so wide and busy, that is 
would far exceed the whole 8pae<:» of this volume to 
trace even rapidly its' great outlines. The grt-al 
Mogul, the territories of ■ Dude and Aroot, Mysore^ 
Travaocore, Benares, Tarijore, the Mahrattas, , .the 
whole' peninsula in fact, spedlily- felt the effect of 
these ' views," ia ' diplomatic or Dailitary,_ sobj-ctLn, 
Wh Can point out 'no fortunate excep lion, . and, m.ost 
: therefore, content 'ourselves with brie% touemng upon 
some of the more prominent cases: / 

Tha first ■ ■ thing that deserves attention, ' 
18 the treatment of the' .' Mogul -himself, 
Tb's - is - the ■ statement . oi ' it by ■ the ■: Pre'Doh' 
M*t->ri-4n,2 A^-The' 'M.ogul having been ■ driven ■■ out- 
ef.,} ©Ihi-by the BaMans, by whom- hlS' son h»sd been 
set up in hisroom,,- was -wandering from’ on© . province' 
to :'8no:-her',io Ss^arch ,of a place of 'rf^fug©: ,in his own 
tierrjfcoriea, and ■ requeslirig sueopur from 'his- own 
vassals, but without sucoe^s. - A bandoned by '"'his 
subiect*, betrayed, by hi^ ail ies^- without ..fupport, -and 
wiAb-pt an. army, ■ he, was , allured;, by ■ the power . of 


:r 
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fli.0 Eoglssli, ftfid implored their protecifoa.. TBey-.pro*^-* 
iiiiS'-d to Ciindact him to Delhi, f^iid re-establisli' him ^ 
op. his tliroiie ; bat tliey iiidsted that' he should pre- - 
.cede to tliem the absolote sovereignty ' over 
BfUgiL, ■ Thi’^. cession waS'inad.e by an aiitbentio 
atteiided by' all the fo"r,ii]al.ities., . usualiy practised 
Ibroiio'lioiit tlie Mogul,, empire. ;-Tiie English*, possess- ' 
€*d of. this which was to give a kind of Iegid.£i3acy 
to. their usorpa^.ioQ, at least in the .eyes, of the 
valgar, soon forgot thO' promises.., they .had made. 

They gave' the Mogul to understand, that' parti- 
cular oiroomstances'' would not stiffer them' to 'be 
concerned in ' siicli an enterpfis'e ;■ but some ' better" 
cipportunity Was to be hoped for ; and ' to make np'* 
for his losses, the^ assigned him a pension of six 
i.niilions of 'Rupees, (262,5oO '£),■ ‘with the 'revenue of ' 
Alalra'bad, and Slia Ich'aljad or Dehii,upoh' which ’'that ^ 
u-nforfonate prince .was reduced to subsist himself, in 
006 . of the principal town a of Benuras, where' he ' had 
iakti|.i'a.p his residence. Sayoah " 

in fact, made’ it 'a reason for^ depriving;. 
Mm ag'ain even .of this pension, tlia.t,lie..had aongbt .ihe 
aid'.of the Marhattas, to do that which he- had vamiy 
hoped f rom the £ngh«h— to resiore-.hirn to his .-throne. 
Ti D i'^^ Mills’s relation of this fact, founded :Oo' the 
i.ft'h. Parliamentary ; report Upon .receiving from, 
farm the grant of the du-.naee, or the receipt and 
maiiageme.nt of the revenues of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa, it’-'#asagr©edvtliat,'"as ‘a rdyai .share of these 
revenues, tweiity »ii lakhs of rupees should be an- 
Bua'lly 'paid to‘: him by- the- company havit.g 

excepted of the assistance of th© Marhattas to- place 







iim OB llie tlirone of his ancestors, was now made 
of as„ a reason for telling- him,, that ..t be- tribate .of 
these ..prodaces should ba paid to Hna no 'more* Of 
lhe„ hoaoar,,. or 'the. discredit, however, of this traBsac*** 
tioa, the. .principal share belongs not to the goverfior, 
but to the; directors themaelms; who, in their letter to 
B..eB2a4'.of the, . llth of . November '1768, had paid, 
^If-tha emperor flings himself into- the hands of the 
Marhatlas,. or any\ other .power, we, are diaengag-cl 
from him, and il may open a fair opportunity of with* 
hfddinyAhe 25 Lakhs we' mow pay ' him/^ ' Upon ■ tfi.e 
whole, indeed, of the measure dealt out to this unhappy 
Boveriegn,— depriving him of the territories of .Corah 
and Alahabad ; depriving him of the tribute which . 
was due to him from these provinces of his which 
they possessed— "the Directors bestowed unqualified 
approbation- ; and thong.h .they condemned the use 
which had beei made of their troops .in subduing , 
the- country of the . Eohilas, .they frankly dt'Clare^ .... 
**W 0 ,. upon the ' matnrest deliberation confirm -the,:: 
treaty of Bansresk^’ ^ Thus,^’' adds Mills, "" they' had,.- 
pltiodered the unhappy emperor of twenty six .lakhs 
nirmm,aiid the two provinces of Gorah and Al'sh--;' 
which they had sold to' ' the' Vizir for 60. lakhs, 
rupees, oo the plea that , he had forfeited’ 
them by his alliaiic©'. with the Marhattss aS:-.. 
though he was not free, if one par’ty would not assissfe. 
Mm -' to regain his rights, to seek ■ that /assiatauee , froai'^ 
dnotheri" 

Pas-sing over the -crooked policy of the Euglpb, in- 
sekiog uptm the Lies of Salsette wnd B-aasein, Dear , 
Bombay^'and treating .for'tliem afterwards,, aid alb. 
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.tlie.'perficiies of tlie war for the rrstoralion of Baga- 
bah, tlie' Frsiiwa of th©' Marhattaa, the fat©' of : 
the Nawab of' Arcot^ One of their ©arlieBt alliesvia 
deserving of panicaiar notice, as strikingly exainplify- 
iog their policy.- They began by obtainiiig a grant 'of 
laiid in 1750, surroonding Madras. " They the'n' were 
only too happy to assist theNawab against the French,' 
fo'r. these Military aids,.; in which Olive distiog-» 
oiahed himself, the English took- good care to stipu - 
ate for their nsnally monstrons payments, Moham- 
mad Ali, th© Nawab, soon found that he was unable 
to satisfy the demands of his allies. They nrgedi 
upon him the maintenance of larjje bodies of troops 
for the defence of his territories again.-^t. these French 
and other enemies. This throw him still more inf's*- 
tricabi? into debt, and therpfore more inextricably 
into their power. He b^^cama an unresisting tool 
in their hands. In his name the most savage ex- 
actions were practiced on his Bubjeots. 'I'he whole 
revermes of his kingdom, however, proved totally 
inadequate to the perpetually acoumulati'-g demands 
upon them. He borrowed money where h© ooold^ 
and at 'whatever interest, of the ryngiish themselves*.^ 
When this interest c< nld not be paid, he made 
over to thorn^ under the name ot inncaum the 
revenues of some portion of his domains. TheBS: 
ftBsigmnents . directly decreasing .his resources^ 
only raised the d'6mands of his, other crr-ditors more- 
violently, and .the ileecir-.g of bis subjects became- 
more,' and' more- dreadful. In thk situation, he . be- ' 
gaii/to 'CSS* t bis eyas on .the neighbonring s'^stes, and 
tojooite his, allieSj' by the assertion of various olaiins ^ 





upon t-Bern, to-join him in falliog apon.theffi^and tlms' 
lia,,g!>e him •■;..ari oppofinmty .oS-_ ■puykig^ tbem,- 
This :;.ex.actlj , suited, th^-ir,. views.; It gave them a' 
|)rciSf)fCt.,of .ipo.Qej?'^^ ■and-. of - conquest to-o, under the,, 
piaiisible ■ ,co-lqor .of ■ assiHetmg tlieir al|y, :m lirging-- 
ii :S j ost ,cL,»,iing - They , fi rst joi ued -■ .hi m ia„ f rilling , . .on 
the itajM, of ,.1'onjoi‘e,. who.ro, t,he--Nawab claimed a-s a 
tributary,' a ^i.d -indebted to_him'ia .a large ..am oiin-t 
of revenue. Ihe Kaja was soon reduced ;to sa.bniission, 
aiui agre.ed ,to ,pay 30 Lalr-hg and „50 thousand rupees, 
land,, to aid. ..the Nawab in, ali , his wnrs., ' Scarcely^ 
h n weVt-rv: was this treaty sii^ned, than they ;-rep'm ted : 
of it. ;, thought they had not. got enough ; hoped iha 
liaji would not be exact to a day in his psymeut, in 
wnich Case they would fail on him again for breach 
of treaty. Jt so happened / — they, rnshed.;., opt of' 
tuei'’ Camp, seized on .part of vellum, and the din, trices 
of Coiladdy and el.Hnged,: to the retenfciott.. of which * 
the poor Huja was obliged to Bubmit, 

This affair being so fortunately adjoete'l, 'Vt ha ' 
Nawab called on his willing alii-s -to atta-ck -'the' 
Marwfjrs. They too, be ■ said, ''owed him money and ■ 
inoney was what-the English were always in w.anl of; 
!Tiey read il-? assent' d, thoogh they declared 'that they ' 
b.elieyed . the -N^wab to have no. raa! claim" 'on the' 
Marwars whatever. - But then, they said,: the'Nawab' 
has made them hi^- ''enemi-'S, ■' and ■ 'it''' 'is 
-for. „hi!{ geooiity ' tha't' they ■ shou-ld ■' be ' reda'ce'b^ 
Tney did ■ not prete-nd i: was '|u8t^--bnt' then,; it waS' 
p ditir The partioalars of ' this war are' ■barbsrduS'' 
and di -graceful t*. the - English. /Th-c- '-:aw.ab' thi'rsted' 
tor tac dustmodoa of these states s he and 'his 
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I , Cbrfstian allies soon reduced Eamnadaporsm, tlie' 

,, Capit'al of the great Marwar, '.seized' the, .Foiyg'ar^ ' 
s'" miner ,:Of twelve jeare old, his , .motlier., 'arid-'' the ■■ 
^ Daaii ; .they came Biiddenly npon Fobgar. of .ilie’. 
I .lesser Mar war, while he was fernsti.Bg to .a'-treay 

made, and killed him; and porsii^-d 'the' 

;* io habitants,; of the .country .with , severities "that 

t can oolj' .he .'. rep.reseoted . 'by - 'the. ,lanjua.ge' 

i' of one of. the English officers addressed, to the 'Coui-ciL 

Bpeaki^'g of .the ' animosity . of., the people Jagainst 
them, .and their attacking the. baggage, he 
can only determine it by reprisals, which will oblige 
me to plunder and burn -the villages ; kill ev.erv maa- 
in them ; .and take prisoners- the women -and .child reo-* ' 
These are actions which the nature of ■ tiiis' w.ar ' will 
require.^’’ . , , 

^ : Such were .the .unholy deeds into which the 

j)'' Nawab ..and the great scheme, of' aoquisinoo.' of - 

territory had led. oar coun'trym.en' .in-. 1773; 'but ,thia« 
was only the beginning of - these a'if.Kks." This - 
bloody campaign, ended , and; large .tf money- 

kvied, the .Nawab proppsed another W'^r ..on the h:aja'‘ 
of Tanjorel There was -not the remO'.est . plea: of 
injury fro.m the Ra]a.,, or breach : -of treHty. ":He.had- 
paid- the. pDoriBoiis. scum de-nianded- of, him,befo.re,' :by - 
active levies on his subj. cts, and by ■mortgaging, lands* 
j and Jewels ; but the Nowab had_n.ow raad ,0 hirp.a very 

\m . dangerous enemy he*--wig/i| ally himself .with, Hyder, 

[' ■ -Ali,' or. the F'rench, or some power or pther — ihereforp; 

It'wss better that he should be. ritterly dest'r«, yod, . a.nd.. 
his country put into the power.ofJthe.Nawabr^^Never’’*-. 

!' ex.olaims Mr,. Milk, I , suppos.e,. was ttB..,'r0sol'Utioa 

"f. . . TaBjor® 'Papers, hietory 
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■tsfeen lo malre wa-r npoli lawful soverei^aj' wM' ft© 
view of red-EdQi^ Mm fmtirely, tbat is, airippin^' Mm 
Msdommioosjand either putting Mra aod bis' family 
io.aeaiii^jor makiagthem prisonerwfor li|t% apofia.'Biore 
8‘Ccomo,d axilla reasoMl Wa hare'' doae ' the "Baja ' greai 
injary-»-we,have ‘HO iaientioia. of 'ciomgf him' riglit— this 
^ a saffieient reason ft..r going on to his destraoiion/'® 
Bat. It was not.oiily. thought* bat done; and 'this . was 
me bargain/' Tba^Nawab was to' advance money and 
ail due necessaries for the -wjir, and to. na? ' 10,000 
lastead of 7,000 sepoys. The nnhappy Kaja was 
speedily , defeated,- and taken prisoner with his 
family ; and his coantry put into the hands of Ms 
mortal enemy. There were men of honour and 
virtue ©nongi amoagst the Directors at home, however, 
w feel a proper disgust, or at, least, regard for 'public ' 
opinion, at these unprincipled proceedings, and the 
Baja, through the means of Lord Paget was restored, 
jhowever without having m oertaio quantity of ’' 
troops quartered upon him ; a yearly payment of four 
lakhs of pagodas imposeii; and beiiig: bomad not to 
make any treaty or assist any power without th© 
eonseat of the Beglish, He' was, in fact, put, into the : 
fir6,fc stage of that process of subjectjon which would,' 
au due time, remove from him even the shadow of 
indepemdenoe*' 

Such were the measures by which the 'Nawab 
bf A root endeavoured to relieve, himself from' bis"' ©m-'' 
baiTasbinent® with the Engit'^h ; hut , they would' not 
all avail. Their demands grew faster than' h© cotiid 
find. inoaiiiiS to, satisfy them* Their system of action 
Was too woll devised' to fail them; their'' victims 
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. .rarely escipefl from their toils ?■ he might 'help fiam 

I / to^ain his neighbottrs^ bal be coBld 'not escape thtm 
i ' ..limselfr Biiriog Ms life be^ wa8 ' snrromided bj a 

.host ol .cormorants creditors.-;' his country.,. 4a'rass©3 
f' .fc,y,, perpetiia! ■ eiactioas,. rapidly declined;, and the -i'' 

I „ death of his son and sBccetssor, OcBdut-iil-Omar,': in - i 

■ "180.1, produced one of the strangest scenes ' 'in tliM ' i 

I .Blrange, history. The Marcjms Wellesley was ■ then ' 

..Governor-Genera!, and, pursuing that sweeping conrso '.J j 

wMch stripped' away the hypocritical mask' from ' 

British; power in India, threw down so many' poppet 
princes, and ■di.?played the English dominion in Hindus* 
tan i,a its gigantic nakedness. The revenues of tka 
Carnatic had been before taken in the hands of the 
English, but Lord Wellesley resolved tO' depose th© 

,iji , . Prince; and the manner in which 'this deposition was 

eSected, was singularly despotic. and unfeeling. They 
had o.jrae to the resolution to'depose the Nowab, and 
only looked, about for some plausible pretence/ This 
they profeS:-ed to. have found .In a con*espouden'ee 
.which, by the ,^death of ' . Tippo Sahib, ^ had 
fallen. . into their hands — a correspondence 

; between , Tippo and some .. officers of th© 

Nawab, They alleged, that this correspondence 
; contained injurious and even treasonable' langu. age 
towards the Eoglisb, When, ; therefore, the Nawab 

i lay on Ms death bed they -surrounded his house 

viith; troops, and immediately that . the breath had 
fleparted .from him they demanded to see .his. will* 

This rude and unfeeling behaviour, so repugnant to 
! - Ih© ideas of every people, however savage and brutal, 

1* at a; .moment 'so' solemn and 'sacred .to' domestic 





•sortow^wAS respectfully protested against— »bii I in vaift#' 
The will they viisisiied upon seeing, and it accordingly 
was put into tlieir hands by ■ the - son of the Nawab, 
now about . to , mount the' -throne himself. . Finding 
that the son was nominated as- his heir and enccessor 
by the Nawab, . the Commissioners' immediately an- 
nounced to. him the charge of treason, against his 
father, and that the throne was thereby forfeited, 
by the family. This charge, of course, was a matter 
family ; especially when the papers 
said to contain the treason were produced, , end they 
could find in them nothing but trems of' fidelity and 
respect towards the English government, But the 
En^^fi-h had resolved that the charge should be ,'a 
sufficient charge, and the young prince manfoily- 
resisting it, they then di.cla red hiin to be of illegitimate 
birth -^a very, favourite and • convenient plea with 
them. '' On this they set him aside, and made a, treaty 
with another prince, jo which fur a certain/ provision 
the Carnaiic was, made' over to them for ever. The 
young Nawab, Ali' Hussain, did not long survive /this 
scene of indignity and arbitrary deposition— his death 
occ^irriog in ■ the spring of the following year, ■, 

' Such was ',the English treatmeot of their freiod 
the- Nawab of Arcof the Nawab of A root, 'whose 
name was for years' con tinaally heard in England' as 
the powerful ally of the British, as their coadjutor 
against the French, against the ambitious Hyder All, 
as their jealous and.- aocom'modatiag friend on all: 
occasions, ' It was in vain that either the old' .N'awab^ 
one. whom they, sc summBriiy depos-^d^ 
faith' of '■■■treaties, their owii"’heredi'ti!ry 




( 31 ) 

,Tiolil-, ^r ancient fpiesdsiiip, Aroot had served its 
ill bad been the ntalking-hor'se to all the 
scions on V other slates that "they' needed from it,-—: 
they, had ^exacted ,ali that copid be ^ exacted' 
in ,, the name of .the Nowab ^froni' h?'S- 
■p!2l)jrcts-r--tli@j had 8qneejs<^d the 'sponge dry ; and 
KioreoFer the time was now come that they ■ could 
■with irnpiioity throw o|f the stealthy crunching attif. 
tnde of the tiger, 'the smiling meek mask of alliance^ 
and boldly seize np,.;n nndi^t^ni^ed ■, sovereign powers 
in India. Aroot w»s hot one state nmongst many that 
were now to be 'SO treated. Benaras, Oodh, Tanjore^ 
‘Surat, and others foood themselves in the like Case. 

B.eoaras had been a tributary of Oudh; but inl764}, 
when the' English comraericed war against the Is’abab 
of O'lidh, the ’Baja of Benaras yined' the English, ’ and 
rendered .them the most essential service.s. For these 
he Was tpken under the Bngiish protection At first 
with so much delicacy and qon^ideratipn was he 
treated, that .a resident not ’allowed, as ’in the 
case .of otbei? triiiutaries, to reside in his capital, lest 
in ■the •’^ords of the minute of the' Governdr* General 
j in oommand io'^1775 : such' resident might acqnirp 

f an improper mflutince over the Baja' and' his ''oounirj^ 

I W'hich would in effect render him "master of ’both 5 

i lest it should end,”' as they knew that ' 'such things as 

a mattOp of course 'did endy‘ in reducing him to the 
i mean. 'and depraved state o'f a mere . Za-mindar 

The ■council expressed- ■ jis anxiety -'that the Eajah^s 
■ iodependeo.b© should be iti no way ■ compromised' than, 
by the- mere fact of the payment of 'his irfbure, whioh^ 

; p^y^ contin'Ue.d to be^ payed with ap. exactne^l 


L_ 



asianiiglg 



rarely exemplified in the history of the tritniary the 
princes of Hindusban. But unf.irrunat(Ij,thc^gHja eave 
some offence to the powt-rfal Warren Hastincrs, and 
was speedily a requisition made opon him for 
the maintenance of three battalions of Sepoys, estima- 
ted at five lacs of rupees. The iiaju. pleaded inability 
to nay it f-Tthwitb; bat five days only were given him. 
j his Was followed by a third and fonrih requigitipii 
of the same sort. Seeing how the tide was ran n mg 
against him, the unhappy Eaja sent a private 
gift of two lacs of rupees to Mr. Hastings, —the pretty 
sum of £20,00o, in the hope of regaining his favour, 
end SuOpping this ruinous course of exaction. Thai 
unprincipled man toi.k the money, bat exacted the 
pay ment of the public demand with unabated rigoar' 
and even fiued him lO,000£, for delay in payment! 
fend ordered troops, as he had done before, to march 
into his coantry to enforce the iuiquitons exaction J 

The work of diplomatic robbery on the Bafa BOW 

went on rapidly. “ The screw was now turned ” with 
vigour, to use a homely but expressive phrasei, the 
nose was held desperately to the grind-stone. No 

bounds were set to the pitiless inry of spoliation, for 
the Governor 8 revenge had none; and besides, there 
was a dreadful want of money to defray the expenses 
of the wars with Hyder into which the Government 
had plunged. “I was resolved,” says Hastings, 

* to draw from his guilt” ( his having of- 
fended ^ Mr, Hastings— the guilt was all on the 
o ©r Si 0| fche. Eaeans of relief to tie,'€ompaii.y% 
Jll determined to maL Mm 

pay largely tor hw pardon, or lo exact a severe ven- 





geiice for hm pasi ■delinqoency.’’ {Qovermr Geiier-., 
af s.owii narrative. StCinid Report of select eommitia, " 
J781 ), What, this delinqiiencj conld possibly be,unlesi . 
i' were not baving sent Mr. Hastings a second present 
of'/w iae\%i3 not to be discovered j but tbe srcoesg 
of the first placebo was not such as to elicit, a seconds 
The Rnjib, theref=>re, tried what.efiecr, he, conld pro- 
dace opon the council at large ; he sent an offer of 
"TWSNTf LAOS /or the. puhUe ser'cice. It was 
BCta-n fully rejected, and a demand of FIFTY LACS 
was made ! The impossibility of compiiaace with 
BOoh OKtravagant demands was what was anticipated | 
the Governor hastened to Benaras, arrested the 
Baja in his own capital ; set at defiance the mdigna- 
lion of the people at this insult. The astounded Baja 
made his escape, but only to find himself at war 
with his insatiable despuilersi. Jn vain did ha 
propose every means of accommodation. .Nothing ' 
■would now serve but his destruction. He was 
attacked, and compelled to fly. 

, Bidgesrur, where, says Hastings himself, 
had left his wife, a woman of amiable character, hi' 
mother, all the . other women of his farai’y, 
and the survivors of the family of his father, Balwant 
Singh' Was obliged to capitulate ; and Hastings, 
in his fell and inextinguishable vtsngeance, even,' 
gays Mills, in his letters to', the commanding 
officer, employed expressions which implied that the 
plunder 'ol these women was the due reward of the 
goldiers ; and which suggesied one of the moal 
d res dfuloiirt ages to which, in .the 'conception of the 
..i?0ttatry.,' . a human being could he exposed,^® 



The fort was.snrreiidered on express, .s.iipBlatioii 
.for the safety, and freedom, from search, of the 
females ; but, adds Mills, the idea suggested by M,r« 
Haatings , diffused itself' but too, perfectly, a mongafe,, 
the frOidiery ; and when the princfSBes, with their, re- 
latives and. attendants, to the number of three bond- 
red .women, b63i.de.s children, withdrew from ^ the 
^astle, the capilutafcion was shamefully ^violated ,; 
'they 'W''- re plundered of their effects, and th^ir person s 
otherwise rodely .and disgro^c* fully treated by the 
lioeiitioiis people, and followers of the camp.. 
He adds, ‘‘^one is' delighted for the boiu.ur of dis- 
tinguished gallantry, that in no part of the appr o- 
brsous ■ business the comim-iUding officer had any 
sh'-ore. He leaned . to generos'i ty and ' the protection 
of ' the princesses from the be^ginning. , 'lis' mtmosti 
...ondeavours were esert.ed to ■ restrain the oatrapes 
of the camp ; and he represented them with feeling 
to. Mr. Hastings, ..who expressed his coocurrenoe, etc.**,’ 
The only other consolation in this detestable 
affair is, that the soldier, inspite of Hastings, got.the 
plunder of the Rajah, ■ and ' that the Court ■ of 
Directors at home; , censured, his conduct. But; 
these are miserable -' drops of satisfaction in 
this '^huge and - - oversowing,, cup of ,.,. Mtt8rne?S,--«» 
C'f - misery ,:, to -'trus,ting, friendly, - -and ■ innocenl 
pieot^le ; and o-f; consequent infamy on the British 
.name.. 

- 'We must, out of the multitudes . of -such ca^es, 
conS-*0 ourselves to on© more. ' .Th© ' atrocities Jnsi 
Benares, into the entire' power, of , ,i-h,a„ 
it .-had only te.nded to increase ' the 



ppcnniary difficnltiea. The soldiery had ^ot file 
pinnder— the expsn-es of the war vrere added to the 
expenses of other wars some other kingdom mast 
be plnitd-'i-ed, for booty must be had: so "llr. ■ Has- 
th-as continued his j. nrnt-y, and paid a visit to the 
Nabob of Oude. It Is not necessary to trace the com- 
plete progress of this Nabob’s friendship with thff 
Enalish. Ir, was exactly like that of the other princes 
jast spoken of. A treaty was made with him : and 
then, from time to time, t:ie usual exactions of money 
atid tae rn iintenance of troops for bis own subJf-'Ctioci 
were heaped upon him. As with theNabob of.^root.so 
with him, they were ready to sanctum and a.ssi.st him 
in his most criminal views on his neighbours, to which 
his need of money drove him. He propo4d to Mr. 
Ila-t'ngs, in l/7d, to assist him in fxtervii'nct.tinff the 
MokUlas, a people bordering on his kingdom ; ‘‘a 
people,'’ says Mills, “ whose territory was, by far 
the best governed part of India: the people protected’ 
their industry encouraged, and the country f[ . Uriah - 
ing beyond all parallel.” 

It was by careM neutrality, and by 

these acts, that the Eohillas sought (o main- 
tain their independence; and it was of such 
a people that Hastings, sitting at table with his too! 
the Nabab of Oude, codly heard him offer him a’ 
bribe of forty lakhs of Rupees f400,0t/0 £. ) and the. 
payment of toe troops furnished, to asaisfr 

him to destroy them ntferly ! There does mit seem to 
have existed in the mind of Hastings one human feel- 
ing ; a proposition which would have c wered almost 
.any other man with unspeakable horror, was 


i m ) 

yecefved by bfm as a matter of or5inai*y ■ basineis.r 

11*5 se 0 ^\said Hastings, ‘‘we iiave a,.heaTy bO'lod*! \ 
ed debt, at one ■ tjtii© 125 Lakha.of Kopecs. Bj , 
tMg a saying ot near one- -third of oiir mi’itaiy ex-' 
pfeQses wotlid be effeoted during ti^e period of such 
service; the forty lacs would be an ample supply ' 
to our treasury ; and the Vaair (the Nabab of 'Oudej 
would be freed from a trouble.-ame ueighboiiy.’’ 

Ihese are the monsters^S own words.; the bargai|| 

Was struck, bat it WhS agreed to be kept secret 
from the Ouuncil axid Court of i irectora. la one 
of Hasting’s iotters still exteut, he tells the $iabab^ 
^s-shoaid ihQ Kohiili^s be guilty df a bre- oh of their 
agreement (a demand of forty lacs suddeniy made 
npon them— for in' thi^. vile affaire everything 
a ruffian ohar^cter— they first demanded their money 
aad then murdered - them) we ' wtd' tkoxQughly eMer^ 
Viinate ^Am,and|settl© onr excellency in r he country 
The- 0x^300 ipation was conducted to the letter, m 
agreed, as fa'r as was in the^r power, f oe Bohillas 
cielended tbems^ejves mosit 'gallantly p but were ovor-^ ■ 
powered, — and the|r , chief, and' upwards of a hond^ 
red thouiaod; pee^ple ^ed %o the mountains,'' The ' 
whole country- lay at-the- mercy of the. allies, ' and 
the British opcers tbemseivos d^ Glared that perhaps 
never were the rights of conquest o'jore savagely 
»,bas©d. Colonel phampion,. one of the|n, says m % 
letter ' of Jpne 1774," published ip the , Eep<Tfe 
alluded to ht'low, ‘‘tbO" inhpmappy and dfahonoup 
with which the late, prpprie.tors of this coon- 
tiry and their families have been - used, is known all 

I'^riiaipae^tary l^-p, ''1^ , 


f m ) ■ ■ 

67pr these pnyts. A relation of them wouM s^ell ihiS 
letier _t<, an erh.rmous size I coold not help compaa* 
Minatini)' such anparallehd misery, and mj re» 
quests to ths Y.izir lo shew lenity were frequent 
but ns friutiess as even those advices whioh I almost 
h-nriy g»vp him refrarding the destroetinn of the 
yilh.ges ; with respect to which he always promised 
, lair, but did ^ not t'bservB'' one of his promises no^ 
cease to overspread the coantry with flames, till 
thraa days mfter the fate of Haf z Rahmet was 
decided _ The Nabab had frankly and repeatedly 
asstma Hastings that this intention was to extermin* 
ate the Hohiilas, and every one who bore the name 
of Hohilla Was either butchered, or found his safety 
in Sight and in exile. Such were the diabolical deeds 
into which our government drove the native princes 
by their eriormofe exactions, or encotirged thhm in 
only in the end to enslave them the more. * 

_ Before the connexion between the English and 
Oade, its revenue had excpded three millions sterl. 
JUg, and waB|lpvied without being accused of deterio- 
ra' mg tha country. In the year 1779, it did not 
eio-ed one half of that snm. and in the sttbseqnent 
years It fell fa- be ow it, while the rate of tex.iioa 
was increased, and the country exhibited every mark 
of oppressive exaction.* !„ this year the Nabab 
repres nted to the council the wretched condi- 
tiou to wbmh hft was red need bv their exactions, 
that the children of the deceased Nabab had subsisted 
very distressed maoiier for two years past* 

•Mills iu 624« 





.! and servanls, had rf>- 

Zillt ^7. that ;hi8 father's 

private creditors were daily pressing him, and 

there was not a foot of onaotry which could be 
appropriated to tbe.r payment ; ^thst the revhnue 

ia million end aha!! 
e ling) that the country and culfivation were 

abandoned ; the old chieftains and useful attendants 

but caused great 

i in the coontry ; 
hoissehoidj on the 
power, 

repres^enfca^ion proJnoed — wlist ? 

the Nabab f — no, 
dared fchaf, botb j| 

5!*/ thin? thought of was what was 
o3Qney did not come In ? Bill 
< vi-i- to the Nabab at Lnckaow, 
:--.jry. He found that the 

were -livmff 
■■irn'raense wealth, o 

or mo^il S!”" I «« buman feeling 

or moial principal and fertile i,, schemes of acq.dsh 

of felicitous dliga 

known to. strip those ladies, well 

Known to Bnghsh readers since the famous trial of 

Hastings : that vhia ' 
^he,: expense wMcIi 


i0.iJS to the revenue and confusion 
and tbal th© support of his 
meanest scale, was beyond bis 

This melancboly rc- • ■ 

'“pity, and an endea^ronr to r©li 
exasperati.in Mr. Hastings d< 
and the crisis in which it was 
alarming. 

to b© don© if the, 1 
Mr. Hastings, on Ms V* * 
mad© a most luck'll disedr^^ 

mother and widow of the late Nabab 
Caere, and possessed of 


Mr. H. 

^tween the Nabab 
Highness should be n 




: ' : ■( 89 )■ , 

lie was rjiiaWe to bear, of the Bn^lisb. ' troops' ai'il 
gentlemen ; and lie, on his part, eogaged to strip 
i the Befftims of bath their treasaTe and their Jaghires 
(reven!ie« of certain lands), deltvering. to/the' Go?er- 
nar-CiPiioral the proceeds, AS' a plea ' for this most 
abominable transnctioiida which a prince' was' compel-' 
led by biscroal nec’essiti-es ^nd the 'grinding exactions 
'.find threats of the English to pillage' forcibly bis near 
relatives, a tal-’ of trea'son W'as. hatched against these 
'.poor women. ' When they relased ■ to give .op their 
riioney, the chief erinnclia were put to the torture 
till the ladies in Compa'ssion gave way; '550' 000 d6, 
Sverliiik^ Were' thus forced from them ; the torture , 
was still continued, in hope of extracting more ; the 
women of the zeoana were deprived of food at various . 
times till they were on the point perishing for 
Want ; 'and every expedient was tri'ed that the most 
devibs'b inveotion could suggest, tid it Was found 
that they .had really drawn .the last doit from them. .. 
.But..' what '.'m'Ore Jhan all move's on'e’s indigoatioH 
'against'.'th'i'S base English lBqiiis:tor, . was, that h© 
received'as his share of these spoils the sum of tern 
lacs, or ] 00.000 ■£ !•— and that notwithstandmg the 
law oF the company against' the receipt of presents'; 
Its' avowed distress fnr want^ of money ; and the 
poverty of the kingdom of Oude, which 'wag" thus 
plundered and di<grac^^d from tbe 'very inadlity to pay 
its debts if debts' such shameful exactions can be 
Called. Has ings did not hesitate ; to apprise the 
council of what be had received, and requested their 
permission to retain .it for himself. ' 



character connected! with these ajE;drs ; of "the ra- 
.piignacca .of .the.Nabab .to do the dirfej work ,o! 
flasuags OQ his relatives, the Begams ; ' .the 
baoglity .iosoleoce by which Ms tyrant, coinpelleci 
hiiii'.to the Compact; of the restoration of : tha 
Jaghires, bat not the moneys 'to the Beyho.ras,; of 
Ihe misery and desolation which forced itself even 
upon the horny ©yes of Hasting-^ as he made his 
Second progress' throii'j-h the tenitories of Onde, the 
work of ■ bis own oppressions and exactions ; of the 
twelve and a half, millions which he added, by his 
wars and political .manoeuvres to the Indif^n debt— 
we have not here room to note more than the 
: existence of such facts, which are wt-lUknown to 'all 
the readers of Indian History, or of the trial olWa-rren 
/Haetinge, where ©very ariifioe of th© lawyers wpre 
employed, to prevent the evidence of these tldrgs 
being brought ■ forward ; and where a honse of 
p ers was found base or ;Wrak enough to be goided 
by such artifices, to ref the mo'^t direct evidence 
against the most atrocious transaotioDS io history s 
and thus to give sandti m and. i^munty to the com- 
mission of the most dreadful crimes and' crnebios in 
our disr,a.nt coioiiies. Nothing could increase ■ from 
thii time the real power of the English over Oude 
though circumstances- m-’gbt occHsion a more .open 
. avowal of ir, . Even dur-ng the Govern men f of Lord 
Coniwaiiis and Sir John Shore, now Lord Teign- 
mouth, two - of th.©-: , most worthy -and htn<«iirabli 
ruIerS' that' British India ever had. the miseries and 
©xaciiaijs Oontiun^^d, and the well m^entioB'ed finao- 
eial measnrei of ■ ' Lord Cornwallis even ; ■ 


ei to /iBcreasa . tliem. In', 1798, '.a Ooverror^ 
Sir Jobfi' Sh'^rey .prooeeaed ' to :aep-se 'the ruling 
Hab■^b^as illeKn.tifnafce :a'plea ,on which the Engii.^h 
eeCf a.'icie a finmber of Indian prm'-*ces^) and elevavm , 
another in his plac-^, .and th.at upon evidence, says 
:tlie hisioriim, npoii .which ao En:g:lish;cniirr. of 'la W: 
wonlcj not have decided agHirist him a ' que-tion of: a 
lew pounds 

ft, was not, however, till 1799, under the Go- 
vernmeut of the Marquis Wellesley, that the hand of 

British power was stretched to the utoiosr. over his 
devoted district. That honest and avowtd usiirprr, 
who disdained , the petty ao’s of hi>^ prrdeca^sors, but 
dee, fared that the British d- minicm over the pemn- 
eaia of India most ba fraikl) avowed .and feanesslv 
ag«,eHed-certHi'ily a much better doctrine than the 
cowardly ar4 hi rocriti cal one. hitherto acted upon ; 
—that every Bi-giish ra.aii who. did not bel'-nt^ to th@ 
company must and should be... ex p*^'! led from tin 
.cornitrvraod that the Ksigli-^h pow- -r and, the c/P"- 
ra-e m mmly should he so strenu ady aod uniii icii- 

ingy :exer^ed, th.t fo-eign ..^^g-.^ression ^qr domes-10 

oomplaiot should b-^, nhke disnersed 5 --this 
forward G over nor- Qener -1 s .on,, drove , tb© Nubmh 
of Ouda lo such dej^pt" ration,. by th© seventy ^01 bh 
measures and exactions, thjit he ' declared his wi^ii 
to abdicatev Nothing could equul the .joy of tJ© 
Cioveroor-Genera! a£,the prospect of this easy acqui- 
sition of this entire territory : but that joy was dauip** 
ed by ' d iscovering that the Nahab only, wished tores^igri 
in favour of-— hi^ own son: 1 The chagrin of ^he Govei - 
.nor-b enteral on this dkcovery is- uot, ,tu be expresedj 
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wJ'eNSrb tr' “"■"‘i”™ „ 

S orifice i^ne half nfhia t cornp-e j Ihiq , .|o 

w .00 th^t ^ ^ ^©rnr.orfa. to savn i|ih .rest i 

'"«8 fro' hare Doi.drpennf’ -nlortn him that he 
iialf-_ig one of * PO^er in h.s reniaininj, 

^•frdipIoriL fl e i 

t£Trl !f r'f; a man o,.t of his own 

imsr 1 ^^ ; I ® ^ '^'frh the iron hand of 

<^o a ttLsnep^tT^rl’ ^ despot who mdiea fa 

«PproreV stymie, can 

Nahab declar d hie ^ wnsinram that the 

l^on.wJvrJJ^ of eXHo-iois: his 

to aid and oblige • tinT' t’o “•! occasions 

3r wag in vain h! treaties in his favour. 

ffire nrol i^Vu -f should 

ne give up one halt of his dominions if ha ware not 

t hkZdenrr r®' ^Jten it was to secure 

IvL are'^:;f^ that half? 

or hum Tiiy whenAjfr'"'f' 

»nd the Jez;bel pobS^Vd Naboth, 

-iJ^ltmteHor 
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Hy^pr W rS a soldier of fortune. He Ind rifen by 
sn a.-r i ve and pti terpr.si or dispo.M two f i om t,h p con- 
diuo. of a comtt.on soldier to-the bead oi the sU e. 
The Englidi considered him . as an ambitious, _ , 

and the.ei'ore very dangerous 

There can be no doubt that he considered them the 
s«me. He was an adventurer; so ^ 

l>ad acquired a great territory by means tbai wouU 
net bear the strictest scrutiny ; so had they , Du^ 
there was this diflerence between them, Hyder actea 
nccotdiug to the euatoms and maxims m wuch he 

M tai ...d wi,kh b. £ 

preoiised l.y all the princes around him.^ He neitSCT 
had the advantage of Christian ^ 

oipl,, nor pr.d„ted .0 Ib.m. Tbe l£npl..k 0 . Ibe 
Cimtrary, came there as m-rch.mts; they we e 
continually instructed by their masters at 
to commit military aggressions. They were j ^ 
by the laws of their country^ not to ao 1 p. 
.professed to be in possession of a far big er sy^ 
of relvoion and morals, than Hyder and hia P®®P ® 
had. Th»y pretended to -be tho_ disdpies 

Prince of peace. Their mairnanimou s creed th<y 

declared to bo, “To do to others as they would 
wish to be done by .” But neither Hyder nor any 
other Indian ever saw th lease evidence of any sucu 
Buperiority of inorale. or of faith, in the r o nc u . 
They Were as ambitious, aud far more gret^ y o 
money than the heathen that they pretended to 
despise for their heathenisoi. They ought to have 
seta better ex tmple— out. thev d d not. 1 here neve 

was a people that grasped more convulsively at 





'dOiTiintoft., oi*' were less scrupnlods in tbe' fneatla.el 
■obtaioirtg it. They deciared Hyder drael ,',aiid p.er^ 
fidioos. . He knew them to be' 15= li. This was 'tlia 
.g.rtnand on which they ^tOod., 'riiere weiv reasaoS' 
why .the Engiish ■ sh-uitt ' avo.ci mt':*i*ferin t, 

Hycier, ' There Ware none why he should 'avoid eii-» 
Cfoaohin.^" on, them, lor he did no.t profess .any sy'oli 
grand pr.ncipies of aciion as they di«i. ' If thny 
were what they pi'e tended to be, they, ought 
to preach peace and amongst tiiC Indiao 

Princes S' bn fc tirdon was of ail things in th© world 
the very one which they^ most dreaded ; for they 
were not w at the? pretended to be ; but sought 
on the diviB-ons of the natives to establish their 
own po ver. fiad Hyder af tnCked them do their own 
trafii' g districts, there c nld have i/O-^n no reason 
wfiy th“y should not chastise him f‘>r it. But dt 
does not appear that - he ever did attack' them ' 
at all tui they foil upon: him^ and that with the 
avowe intention to ariniMlate bis power as danger-^ 
onsi' No. Say they, but he attacked the --territories 
of onr ally the Sobahdar of l>cnaii, which w# 
Were hoo lid to defend.: And here it is that 'we 

tooch again upon that subtle policy by which It 
became impos*<i hie, W'ben : they had once got a foaU 
ing in the coontry that, ■ havin will and the 
power, they shooid noi-e have the doinini* n. 

While profesdng to avoid ej«nqnest-,, we have-' seea , 
that ^ they Went on oontinnally oinking ■ conquests# 
Bot it was always on the -plea -of aiding their allies^ 
They entt*r©d knowdngly into aliaoces'- on 'oondiiion 
of delending wiih - arms their allies,' and then, when 




thoy snga^Qil >n, or no groat boQostv in tboir 
inie itions as rf-garded the treity itself Iboy must 
soon either fight with some of Hyder's uumeroos. 
enemies, or break faith with him. A. cordmgly the 
very nest year the Mahrattas invaded his territories j 
he caUi^d earnesiiy on i is English ullies for aid, and 
aid tb^y did not give. Hyder had now the justest 
reason to term them perfidiou.*, and to hold them m 
distrnst. Yet, though deeply exisperated by this 
tresO'tery, he would in 1773 most willingly, have ra- 
newed his alliance with th -m ; _aad the presidency of 
Madras acknowledged their belief that, had not the 
treaty of 1769 been evaded, Hydor would never have 
songtit other allies than thems- Ives.* There were the 

Strongest reas ns why they should have cu ivated an 

amicable anion with them, b th to withdraw him 
from the French, and on account of bis own great 

power and rev. nuas. Bpt they totally neglected 
him or insulted him with words of mere cold court- 
esy ; and a new aggr»asion upon the fortress ofMahe, 
a place tributary to Hyder, which they attacked in 
order to expel the French, and which Hyder resent- 
ed on the same principle as they would resent an 
attack upon any tributary of their own, well war- 
ranted the declaration of Hyder, that they “ were, 
the most faithle-s and usurping of mankind They 
were these arbitrary and impolitic deeds which 
brought down Hyder speedily noon them, with an 
army 100,000 strong ; and socn showed tbem Madras 
menac-d, the Carnatic overrun, Arcot taken, and a 
war of such a desperate and bloody character raging 

• Mill’s ii4S0. 
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aroiaiifi fhem, as tl.'ej'had nev^ seen in India^ 

and wbieh probably haya-, expelled them thence^ 

tad not death released them in 1782 , from so, formid- 
able a who had been so. wantonly 'proyoked. 

Tiapc o Saltaiin, with all bis aetivity and ciinii„iDg' s 

tad not the niasteri?' military' of tie father,-— 
but lie possessed ail the fire of his ■ resentment, and' dt 
was I ot to be espr-cted that, after what- had .passed, 
there could be .much interval of irritation between 
Mm .and ilia BocTlish, They had roused Hyde.F as 
a iion,is,roii.'-ed from his de®, and ho' had made them 
feel Ii is, power. They would naturally look on his 
ron with suspicion, and Tippoo had been taught to 
regard them as the most faithless and usurping oi 
Biaokirid Whatever, therefore, may be said for 
or ag8.j‘is.-t 0(1 the' bx’eaking out of the second 
war with him, the original growth of hostility be- 
tween .the British and the Mysorian monarcfas,, must 
be obarged to .the former, and -in the case ,of . the last 
war, there appears' to ha?© been no - Teal breoch’ ,o.f„ 
treaty on the -part of Tippoo. ' He had been severely 
punished for any act of irritation . "which he migh.b 
have committed .against any of the British allies, by 
the reduction of his capital, the surreiid.er of his ,vone 
as hostages, and the Btripping nwnj of one half of, his, 
territories to be divided 'amongst his enemies, each of 
.wfooro had enriched, himself with half ■ a fnilh'on 
Stserlifig of annual' revenue at .his expense. Tippoo 
must ha vedjeen nothing less 'than a,, mad man io his 
shattered coodition, and with his past experience, to 
have lightly ventured, on hostilities with the English., 

But it wm charged on. him that he - was seeking an 




alliance wfth the French 

cleareat so to do j 

terms of his treaty, the I 
Violate tfieirs towards h 
aticient and hereditary fi 

the last that he had d 
attack upon him ; but Lo 
ills rotions about consi " ' 
ludia, and>yery pos.dble 
or a Cifcumstoce, 
carrying his plans 
a fear miffkt be r- 
became good policy "tj 
that for estalli 
flipping in the 
>3 no posdble violence 


Ue had th© 
ar as he maintained the 
rhadno pst right to 
ice Fr.nch were his 
i ippoo persisted to 
othing to warrant an 

into effect it d ! P'®* 

entertained of TiDuo^o’s 

li«„ „ -^'PPoos designs. It 

ini « once 

•ng system in hoatiliiies thaf d ! 

' “'schiefs, is adopted, thare 

;-3 nor enormity which may not 

“i?°° '^•Jf’Woowas assail, 
“--gain and again pro' eaten **iongh 

and again aaked for p°a^ L * again 

capital, and killed farryelTdoL^ " 
tones were divided ’*■ H>s terri. 

the former half of them who had divided 

the A%am, and thT M<iL i 

•Pprop,i.,i to p ''“I* «.» 

fne their protectfom tb’’'’ 

down, and destroy with all ^Lir 1 

jodspendent prince, whose ^^'oarces aa 

their firist partition of his real ^ 

.eSoMd a million sterlii g. We bavd’h ‘^'1 
*a fiarope ©f tfee ^ deal 
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bett’ep w'4S tlie forcible ■ iismemberaent. of Mysore f 
The iiyary of this dismembermeBt; of his 
dura kj however, not the leasfe^ heaped'' apoa Tippoo, 
On his name have baeo heaped all the, od i bus Crimea, 
that make h.t© the worst of tymots, Craeity 
perfidy, low cuoniag, "and ail feinds of .baseoess, make 
lip the idea of Tippoo , which we have derived, from 
thnsi© who profited by hia destructioii. Bot what say 
the most catidid hifitoriafis,? -That the accounts 
which we have received, from ■ our coontry men, ' who"' 

■ dreaded and feared him, are marked with exaggera-* 
lion, is proved ' by' this circumstance, that his servants 
adhered to iiiin with a fidelity which*- those of few 
prioos in any age' or coontry have displayed. Of 
hig, eras! ty we have heard the more,' becaose our own 
t Cuuritryinen were amongst /the victims of it*, 'But 
it,' is, to.' be observed, that , unless in. -certain instances 
the: proof of which can be reg-arded ,;,. as: better th, all 
doabtful, their a uSerings, however 'intense,, were :onl.f . 
the sufferings of a very rigo'rous-.'impr.isoo'inenfe, ,:o| 
which, considering the manner in which it is lav 
upon them by their own laws, - 'Eng-Iiahmen ought ttol 
to be Very forward to complain. ■■ At that very time, 
in ■' the ' dungeons of Madrus,. or Calcutta^ it, ,is-' 
probable that nnliappy sufferers were : enduring 
calamities for debts of lOOL, not less atrocious then 
those which Tippoo, a prince born and /educated io a. 
barbarous country, and ruling over' a barbarous 
people, inflicted upon imprisoned -enemies,, part'of. 'a 
nation, who, by the evils t:hey had, brought upon him^ 
exasperated him almost ' to , frengfj, -.and:: whpTp -h^ 
regarded as the enemies both .of, God and’. man 



Besidea, tbare 18 among tke papers relating io tJ,® 
interconrse of lippoo with tlie French, a remark! 
able proof of hirhumanity, which, wbet. these papera 
are ^ransacked for matters to crimipat© him. omjht 
rh;ch°h condirions oa 

The wordtTf treaty with them, rhese are 

™ lol T / ^ •* ««'cle j_‘ I demand that 

male and female prisoners, as well English as Porta, 
pese, who shall be taken by the repablican 

treated with humanity 5 
tev i,. ^ regard^ to their petsone, that they shall 

(their property becoming the right of the^aliies) 
be transported, at our joint expense, oat of India, 
anfes^°^^ <J‘stant from the terrjtorira of th© 

‘‘Another feature in the oharaoter of Tippoo 
was his religton, with a sens® of which his mind' 
was mrat deeply impressed. He spent a cansiderabl© 
part o every dav in prayer. He give to his kingdom 
a P ‘••‘'Ottlar religious title, Guiadad^ or (lod-given r 
and he lived under a peculiarly str.mg and opera- 
^ve oonviction of the superintendenoe of a Divine 
Providence. To one of his French advisers, who 
wged mm aealoosiy . to obtain the support of thm 
MahraWaS he replied, I rnly go ely on Providence, 
expecting that I shall be alone and nnsnpported • but 
God and -:.y courage will accomplish everything. 

: “f*! the discernment to perceive, what 

IS so generally hid from the eyes of rulers in a more 
enligntened state of society, that it is the prosperity 
of those who labour #ith thoir hands which con.ti- 
lates the principle and can e of the prosperity of 










( S! I , 

^ slatsSo He tlierafora madeit his .bussiueg^? to proteei 
tli-im Jig^dnstj the iaterm^^diate orders of tb© comm, uiji-* 
ty^ bf whom its 19 so diffiealt to 'praFeat tbem froai 
beings oppre-^sed- His' eoantry '■ Was^ aocordiogly.|, 
at iaast danag the firss' and ' better part of ■ his 
reiga, the best coltivatedv, ond his popalaiion, the 
■most i<jorishing, ia India r' while uador the Eaglisli 
and their pagaaats, the popoLitioa of Carnatic and 
•Gade, hastening to the' state of deserts, was the 
mcatj wre'tched opon the face of the earth ; and evea 
Bengal itself, under the operations of laws ill adopted 
to their 'oirootBstanoes, was suffering almost all the 
evils which the worst of Governments oonid inflict. 
f'or an eastern Prince be was' ' foil ■ of knowledge. 
Eis mind wag actfVe, aoiate, and ingenioii'?. Bat in ' 
the value which ha set apon' objects, whether 'a® 
means, or as an, end, he whs almost perpetaally ' 
deceived^ Besides, conviction- appears to have ■ 
been: rooted in his mind that the- 'B'lglish had ' 
■now formed a resolution - to deprive him of hisv 
kingdom, and that it was aseless ■to. negotiate, be-".' 
cause no submission to which ■ he could ree-vnciie 
his Eiiad, would restrain them in tb© gratifloation of 
their.ambitioue designs,’^--- 

Tippoo was right* The' great design of the 
English, from their first secure fooring in India^' 
was, to establish their ' control over the whole 
Peninsula. The French created them the most,' 
serious alarm in the progress of thdr career towardi ■ 
th-is. object; and any native 'state which .shewed 
more than ordinary energy, 'excited a Birail »r fee ^ 
iog. For this purpose all ' the'"' might of Briush' 
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power mi policy, was . 'eiert©^ to expel tliese \ 
Eiiropeaa :ri¥als, ' and to. 'cruali such more active 
states.' Tb'e adffiimiitrattoo.of the Marqnis Wellesley 
was the 'exhibition of this .system fsi!l blown... For, ■. 
this, all the campaipBi against Holkar acd Scindia ; 

■the wars .from north fo south,, and from east to west , 
of India, were undertaken psnd blood was made to 
flow, and debts to accamnlate ■ to a degree most. 
Monstroas, Yet the admiral ion of this sjsteia .of , 
policy in England has shewn bow ■little , hum'aii. Ml© 
and human weilare, even to this day, weigh, in the 
■scale against ■ domini-m and avarice. We hear 
nothing ot the .horrors and violence we have, 
perpetrated, from .the first invasion' of Bengal, to , 
those (>f Nepaiil - .a.nd Burmah ,j we have only eulogies . 
on the empire achieved:-^* ‘See what a splendid empire ., 
we have won ”1 . Tru 0 ,r*-there is; no ’bbieotion to the 
empire, if we could only -forget the means by which 
it has been created. But amid all this subtle and 
crooked policy — this creeping into p-mer under the 
colour of allies— this extortion and plunder oe princes^ 
.under the name of- protection‘-r-thi» forcible subjaciioii 
and espatriatioa of others, we look in vuiu tor the 
generous policy .cl the- '-Ghristim mercha'iat and ^th©,' ■ . 

: Christian ; statesm The moderation of a Teign-* 



’ *Sir Thomas Roe was sent in 1614, on an embas** 
By to -the Great '' 'Mogul,' In his letters' to the Oom** 
pany h© .strongly’ advised them against the expend?© 
E'lnbition-of acquinug' territory. ■ He tells theiUf it. 
is greater than trade oaii bear /. ...for to maiotaia 
a'”, garrison whl cut out your profit s a war and 
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inonhh, a Oornmliw, or a Bentinck, is deeme^ 

mere Tkuse ^diiriae' maxims oi 

n^^^aoe acid o»toa whicli Oh ristiaii iff , would disse* 
iTiiiiate araongat the natives of' the cooBtriea 
that we visit, are c^mdemiied „ ■aa '' tho' ^©rj? oosta- 
cles to the growth of oar power.' Wbeo w 8 exclaim^, 

traffic are incompatible. The 'Portngnese, nofcwith* 
smiuliiig their many rich residences^ or beggared 
bj keeping of soldiers r and .yet their garrisons .are 
V ba.f mean. They ' never made advantage of the 
Indies since ' they defended- them ;“-~obser ¥0 this 
well, it has al^o been the error o£ ike Datch^ 

-■ who seek ■ plantations here by the sword* They 
turn a wonderfiil stock ; they prowl in all places ; 
lh'-‘y possess some of the best: yet their dO’^sd pays 
coa^tiois all the gain. Let this- be received as a riiie^ 
that if you will profit, seek it at sea, and in quiet 
trade: for without controversy, it is an error to affectJ 
garri'^oDS, and land-wars in India/’ 

Had Sir Thomas bean inspire.d, could he h-aVS ' 
been a truer Prophet ? The East India Company^ 
alter fighting and conquarmg in India for , two cen- 
turies, have found themselves, at., the dissointion of 
thfir charter, nearly fifty millions in debt; while 
their t-ade with China, a oonntry in whicli they 
did not possess a foot of land, had become the 
richest corameioe in the world! Th©. artiol.©^ of 
*'■' tea' atone returning between three and four millicns 
annually, and . was their sole , preventive against 
'bankruptcy. Can,, indeed, any colonial acquisition 
b© pointed out .-that is not a loss to the parent 
state f 
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wEat migfil BO t Englishman have '.ion© to , India 
had Ihej ©ndeaFonred feo pacify and eiiilrghteii^ 
instead of to exact and destroy Wa are answered 
, by a Fiaile^-' which^ informs ns 'that these' aref; bafe 
roman lie ,iiotioiis^«-«*tliat ' the ..only wisdom is,, to 
,g0fe,rich I . 


"frea-tment of the natives 


feicli ill tile , geffiS: of, lodia^^* gaady zot3B^ 

Aii^l plaDcier^ piled, from Kingdoms not their ownf 
D<'*^<zene rate trade 1 thy minio-ns oo^tild' d'espise, 
hearfc-bpro angm>'^h.' of a .thousand cries ; 
C^3!ild lock, with impioos hands' t.h(ir teamingslore^ 
While fami-'hod nations died aloug the shore ; 
;C*»ttld mock the groans o' felio^^men;^ and .bear 
The curse of kingdoms peopled with despair ; 
Could stamp disgrace on man^s polluted name, 
AfSid. bar ler, with their gold, eternal shame. 

Pleasure B of Hofe^. 


We have in some degree canghi .a glimpse of tha 
aabjecr. of tids chapter in t'leccurse of the .last, Th® 
tteatineiit t-f the native chiefs in oar persuit of ter* 
riiorial " possais*i‘iE is so part the treatmeat of the 
fiauves^ but it is tinhappiiy a very small part. The 
scene of exaction, rapacity, and' pi noder which 
India became in our hands, and' that upon th@ 
whole body of the popiiiation, : forms one of the 
m-ist digracefnl portioos ot human history;, and 
while the temptations to it existed io full force, 
defied all the powers of legislation, moral 

influafioe of public opinion to check the evil, ,1a' 
vaio the last India ■ Comp viiiy itself, , in vain the ' 
British 'Fariia'iaent ' oa the subject ; in 
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vain.dM tbe Court of Directors froni/yeario yeansenS 
cat,, the most earnest 'remooBtraDc^^s fco their sarvan^Si 
---th 0 /a,,l:latehiBO;t w.^b too' spleaiiidv tho'.oppartuo’aes 
too ieiiQCiQ,g, ,th© eXHiBpla too geoerah ' . the' seca'iuy 
too great, to permit any one to attend , to either 
law, remoBStraoce, -or the fo,,!©© ,of h'limanity* The 
fame of ' India, as. ,a 'vast ■ region of '.''inesliaiistible 
'Wealth, h.ad resounded, throot^h ■ the . world , Ion ; 

the ' most, .astonishing notions of it ■ floated thro u.oh 
JBarope, : before the s^a-track fco it "Was . discoverecl ;■ 
and When that was done, the ' marvelloos fon.nae 
made there by bold men, as i.t were in a single, day, 
and by a single 'stroke of poioy, sei-med more 
than to warrant any previous belief,. Men in power 
received their presents of ten, twenty, or a hundred 
thousand pounds, Oliv*-*, for the assistance of ■ the 
British' army, was presented wivh the iBagnii 2 .ce.nt' 
gilt of a Jaghir©, or hereditary re Venn© of 30,OO'O.£. 
a year I On another .occasiun h©' received ■ his. 
28,000 £„ and his fellow-nilers each a similar 
som., Hastings received bis twenty and his hundred 
thousand pounds, ’as familiarly as a gold snuff-bo2^ 
'or a piece ■ of 'plate would ba- given as a public, 
tiraony of respect for popular services, in England* 
Ev-ery m'ln, according to his station and his influence, 
found the like golden harvest. Who could , avoid 
'being inflamed with the thirst for Indian service? 
~who avoid the most exaggerated anticip^itions of 
■■Iortua 0 ?'„lt was'a land, and a vast land » hedged about 
with laws of exclusion to all except soch as weufe 
through the doors of th^ Company. There were ther® 
no interlopers, -bo curious, because obstructed 
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•vers* There was but one objeofe in going ^thitlieri 
and one interest whan there. It was boiI made 
irtcred. or rat*^et^ doomed, to the exclosi^e plunder 
of a privileged nnmbon The hi$2*hesti officers in 
the gov^-rruiiant had thestrongest ..inotives to curriip* 
lion, and therefore could by no possibility attempt to 
check the same corrtiptibi'i' in those brlow theffl#; 

Whfii the power and influence of, the CorapHiiy be-' 

Caine coosidf^fably, extended-, over B'.-sngaI| „ Behar^ 

. OriesavOiide, the Bombay, the h.arvestj 

, of pftseiits grew-into a .most affluent one. ■ No thing 
was ■ to be ' expected, _ no chance . C'f ju-iicH, of, 
alteiition, of' all'eviafion from the' ^ most abominable 
oppression, but through the medium of presents, and 
thc'Se df such amc-uots as fairly astonish European 
eHts. : Every mars, in every departinent,^ whether " "''li 

■civiL'EDil»t:*ry, or mercantile, warm the certain recd.pt 
of splendki praseota. ' When the ■ government had 
fnimd it necesvary to forbid- ihe - receipt of presents 
b'f any individoal in the service, not only ■ for tbeni** 
selves, bur f..r the ("ompsiiay,. ■' the - highest^ officeri set 
Ihe laws at defiance, and -the 'mischief was made more 
secret, hot not less existent.'- ' 

But besides presents and official incomes, there were 
the fariiiiug of the raven ne-',.apd doraesttc tr;ide, which 
©paned up beundless sources of 'proflt. The;revemies 
ware received in each district by. _ Zemindars from the 
ryots' or'hosbHndmeo and,'* handed, -after k fixed deduc-* 
tion, to the chief ‘oflica of the revenue. • But betweeti 
tha<^e Zi^mindars and the '.ryots- were aumils, or'otba¥' 
ioferiur officers, who farmed tue revenues in' each 
lesser district or village-f .that is, ■ Contracted with.-thb 
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: fdr tlie i^e venues afc a certaio " smn^ 

look the trt)iihl0 of ex 4 c da them' from the ryot 4^ ’ 

' a'''.rato, fixed by Hw or , a.nd.'^iit ..oiwtom, : 

coaid . not' be tar oe<i\ oat of their lands" while sacli 
rate was regoL-Vrly paidt 'Wherever the 'Eogii 
^btaiiled' a.dlaim over the revenues of a prinooj ,witic 
' We have seett' they epoedily did, they soo'n became 
tli0 s-mindars, or' their agents^ the a a rails, or other 
, mlddleinrm' between them and, th»^ rvots. Anciently, 
the ryots paid one tenfh 'of their produce, for ail ilodr' 
taxes were pi,id in kind, buc. in tiole the rate grew 
to'' 'more 'than half. .When the Engosh power ' became 
more fi'xed and open, and ir* was fimod that uiider; 
th' 6 % na't.ive zera'indafs the eX'-iCtidns <■)£ the revendei 
did not at hH s-iddy their demands, they took on 
themselves the whole business of collecting ' these 
t^vemies. This, as we shad see, On the *videnC^ of 
the Company's own officers, became a dreadful ,sy^t0^I| 
to the people. The Mahoraedan exactions h kI been 
generally regarded more considerate than those of 
the native blin.ia chiefs; but the gr nding pressure of 
the Kuglish system brought oa the uafortuna-e ryot 
the most Unexampled misery. Of this, however, 
Baoo. It only requires here . to- • ■ pointed 'out^, 

©ne of the- Various 'soarcas' of eU'-nU-ms' profits and 
Jobbing which made India go irr0St'ibiy :'attraetiTe^'^ 
Englishmen . • ’■ 

The private trade was am other grand source of 
fevpBoe, The public-trade, thBt is, the transit, of 
,g= 0(|'.4 to and from , Europe, was the peculiar mono- 
p<dv of, the Company ; ,but all coasting trade — trada 
to* and between the isksi and in the interior of India 
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I)0caro0 a irioi-opoly of 'th® higher / Bervante of Com^ 
piDj\ who were at: once ' engaged In the Company b 
C^mcerns and their own. The mono pel j of paltf 
opiciro^ betei^ and other oommodities,' , 'became u mme 
of wealth* The Compaiij’s serraBiB conid fix the 
price at whatever rate they p!eas«cl, and thus en- 
hniim it to the tinforiiinate: 'pOi-ple so as to ofeaeion 
thein the most ' intense 'distress. ' Fortones were 
made in » day by this monopoly, and withoot the 
advance of # single , shilling. The very Governor- 
'Gi-iieral , htmseif engaged in this, pri’vate trade ; and 
contracts . were given to favonrites on sBoh . term®, 
'that two or three fortunes 'were made out of them. 
feefoTe they reached the merchant. In one case 
that came out on the trial of Warren Hasting^'v ^ 
fOistra'e? for opium bad been gives to Mr. SnUivan, 
tf'.oogh he was going into quite , a. different paril' 
of India, and on public bosines-s. ; this, of , coorse, he 
sold aguin, to Mr* Benn, for .40,0.00 £. ; and' Mr* 
Benn iramefliatoly sold it again 'for §o,000 £ , clear- 
ing :! 0,000 £ ' bv the mere ,, passing oh ' the i-ojitraefe 
from vme h and to the other and' the pBrcha^er theO'' 
d-o'iared that he mad® a 'Jarge SBin by it. 

All these thill 2*^ pat' together,-- India .ih# 
Iheatr*^ of sore and splendid fortane to ihe advent ora?, 
find of sore and abject misery, to; ihe - native. We 
have only to look a boot os in any p^rfe -of, Ftigland, 
bnt .eip-aeiallv in Ih® metropolis, and withiis fifty 
miles round it, to »ae whnt streanis of ' wealih have 
flawed in^^o tlsls c< nntry from indi-a. -What thonsainda 
of splendid manssion® and estates -fire lying in view, 
wMch, 'Wheii the- traveller ia-qaires" Ihei.r history^ have 







'teeiS' parchased,;^ the-^old of Indii. W© tod 
that those clays of ma^ica .1 aacumalatioii of wealia 
are over ; that this . great fo-uotaio of affi.a?mee is 
draioed eomparaiively dry that fortanes are aot 
now readily made in.lndia^f yet.tlie Cornpany, though 
they have !o-t their' tnoii'»poly'' -of, .trade^: .and 
territories are laid open to the free,' observation ot 
their conn try tnen, are in- possession of the Govern- 
ment with a . revenue' of twenty mdlionst But all 
; this time, what has- b-'en ' doing with^, and for me 
' natives* We shall see that amov; yet it 'may here ba 
asked, What coieW'd)© doing ?. For what did men, „g ;0 
India ?■ For what did th.y endure its oppres- 
sive; and often fatal cH.mate ? .Waa^ it from pHlaii- 
thropicai or personal motives ? 1 id they seek the 

good of the Indians- or their own? The laiter, 
saredly and it whs not to be expected that the 
majority of men should be so high-minded or dis- 
interested as to seek the. good of others at the expense 
■ of t'»0ir •o''wn.' The tempnitions to 'visit - India; 
powerful, bur not the le:^S;pow0rfar 
to hasten away at the very earliest possible penod# 
It was not to be expected from human natiir© that 
'the natives could be much thought of what has 
been done for them byytua' devoted few, we shall 
^ recQgiii^"^© with dell gh ^ ht' : present ;W,e' must, reverb., 
■-'"IP the evil mfluence.i of. nearly -'two- hundred,' ;y©arl.;. ■ 
Amongst the first to elaim our -Uf' tent ion, are those 
-doings- in high places ;Which have .excited so !*trong-l.f 
„the cupidity of thousands, -.and especially thop 
'dualling presents which became the direct ca^osfif 
0£ iih#' must violent exactions on the peopl0|- fpr cul 
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nF them had all these things to bo drawn. Th@ 
VomLny canid, indred, with a very bad grace, 
LompaBy ’ i, a officers, for It has always 

been*" accused of this evil practice at home m order 
So° tIin its exclusive privileges from government, ; 
led so early as 16i»d, it appeared from 
inanirv that Its annual espendiiure under the 
inquiry, » men in power previous to 

JC uevolut on, seldom exceeded 1,200 £. but from 
thi. oerSd to that year it had grown to nearly 
on 000 £ annually. The. Dujse ot Leeds was ira- 
®ek“"d 'r. br?b,o£5,.;00 £, »d 10.000 £. ..rd 

even said to be traced to the king. 

Besides this, whenever »“y 

j • rKa fiplrf Government was tempted with 
LTt‘." .tth.low»r i»tere... 

Like fruits were to be expected in India, and were 

ilflonr wanting. We cannot trace this subject 

«o.id 

—we can only oger a few striking examples.— ^ 
None can be more remarkable than the following 

U4 which, besides sums that we may suppose it to 

have been in the power, of the receivers to conceal, 
and of the amount of which it tL^^Cmn- 

conjecture wero detected and di8closad_ by the Com 

mittee of the House of Commons in i77d. 

The rupees are valued according to the rate of ex- 
change of the Company’s Bills at the difterent periods. 
Account of such sums as have been improved or achnow- 

ledaed before the Committee to have beeti. distributed by 

the Prinee and other natives of Bengal, fro m the y^T 

, •Maepherson’s Annals, ii. 652,662. 
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1757, to Ihej/ear 1763, hotk tnahtsive •, diH!muiiihing ths 
priizcipal times of the said dietribuHone, and speeiifyina 
the mins received by each person respeetivelty » 

Kesuiution is favour of Meer Jafflei^‘-Jl757. 

' ' K O' p60S ' ^ ' 

Mr. Drake (aoveru or) ... 2,80,000 81,500 

Col. ^Olive, a=s Second in lie ■ 

Select Commitfce© 

Ditto ,' a ® Oommander - ia * 

'Chief 

Ditto, as private donatioa 


j - 280,000 
200.000 


: Mr. Watts as a Member . ' 1 
of the Comm i|fctee j' 

Ditto, mu a private donaliuii 


Major K-ilpalmfc 
Biito, as m private .donalioB 
Mr. Maninjgha^ ' ■ ■' ... 

Mr. Beoher 

Six jMeiiib0r8::| of CooEcil, 
one lao to eaeh ' 

Mr. Walsh 
Mr, Scfsftoa 
Mr. Ltishiogtoa 
Captain Grant 
Stipiiiatioii| to ' the N»?y and 
Mmy 


1 , 600,000 


'" 'Ji' 

2 , 080,000 

234,000 


240.000 

800.000 



1 , 040,000 

117,000 


240,000 

27.000 


800,000 

88,750 


240,000 

27.000 


240,000 

27,000 


600,000 

68,000 

''' 

500 , 0"0 

66,260 

200,000 

22,500 

50,000 

100,000 

5,625 

11,250 

600,000 



from this scconut, it be;»g 
to the army. 
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3;»g inolnded in the doratf ioQ 

22,500 


1.2.38,a>*5 

Eescdatian in favourjof Of-tisim in 1760. 


Mr.'' Somner ' 

« e e 


18,000 

Mr. Mo! well 

»#« 

270,('00 

8t»37 

Mr. M’Guire 


l«O,t»00 

20628 

Mr. 8m j ill 


130,300 

15§54 

Major Yorke 

»«» 

134,000 

15354 

Ui-'Brral Caillaii'd 

Mr. FBUsiflaff-, 1762, ret 

»#» 

200, OuO 

22,916 


ceived iieven laoa, but the 
two lacs to (Sen. Caillaud 
are itioitided ; so that 
only five lacs mast be ac- 
counted for here 
Mf, M'Guire 5,000 gold 
ffiorha 


5011,000 

75 OUO 


58833 

8750 


?0Q,2d9 


Eesulution in favotir of Jaffier in 1763. 
Stipulation to the army . . 2500,000 

i>itso to the Navy 1250,000 


291666 

145833 


Major Mnnro, in 1764 re- 
ceived from Bulwant Singh 
Ditto from the Nabab 
The o£Bc<*r belonging to 
Major Mnnrtj’B family 


487,499 


1 Q, 00 Q 

30150 


I 


il ' 


■ 
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from 

ehants.at BenareS' 


■ NodjeeiBiil Dowla’s 
Mt. Spencer. , 

Messrs. Pleyoell Burdett, 
a.od Greji ooo eacb. .«• 

M,r. ' J»&Bst()ia© ••• 

Mr. Leycester ••• 

•Mr. Senior 
Mr. Middeletoii 
Mr. Gideon Johnetoiie. 


General Camac received 
■ from Brtiwant Singh 
in i?65. ^ 

Ditto from tbe king 
Dord Cliv© receiYed from 
' til© Begnm in 1766 ' ••• 


8000 

400,000 46,666 


AocesBion 1785 . 


200,000 

23333 

300,000 

85000 

237.000 

27650 

112,500 

13125 

17 2.500 

20125 

122.500 

14291 

500,000 

5833 

139,357 


80,000 

9333 

200,000 

■ 23333 

500,000 

58,383 


90099 


s, 





;fe f 





Jaffier, 1757. 


: Eestitutioii' 

East India Company 
jS'oropeans , ■ 

^atiyeS 
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Oaaeiii]!. 1760t . 

E'iSt Inclk Oompasy , . 62500 

JaffiBt, .1763* , " 

ladia Company , 375,000 

Earopeans^ NatJifes etc.' ■ , ;60o,000 

:975,000 

Peace with SBja.Dowls, ' ■ 

laafe India Company ; , .... . .5,000,000 ..583,333 


Total cl Presente, £2169665. ' etc,^ 

.£377083-i ..Total amount, esclasiFe of -iiOFci Olive-^a 
Jegiiire, £5940498. 

Tkes© are pwtty sums to 'have fallen into the 
pokecta of the English, chiefly douceurs^ in ten years. 
Let the aeoouii!; be carried on for all India at a simi« 
lar rate for a century, and what a sum I Lord Clive’s 
jaghire' alone Was worth 30,000 £ per annum. And, 
besides this, it appears from the above documents that 
be also pocketed in these transactions 292,333 £. No 
wonder at the' enormous fortunes rapidly mad© ; at 
the enonaoiis debts piled on the wretched nabobs^ 
and the dreadful exacti^ma on the still mo,re wretched 
people, ' tfo man coaA' more experimenteli'y than- 
Ch-ye tims address the directors at 'hom©^ as he 
did in 1765 s Upon my arrival, I am sorry- to 
say, 1 found your affairs in a condition so nearly des- 
perate as would have alarmed any set of men whose 
fieas# . of . honour and doty to their em.ployer8 had 
not been estranged by the too, eager pursuit of:'th6ir , 
OWE imiiiediat© advantages... The sudden', and .among',' 
many, the un w a rmn table acquisition ol- riches fwho 
was flo entitled to say this fj bad introduced iuxiiry 
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In every stape^ aisd In' its most pernfei^Hs exeesg* 

These two enorm-ous evils went hand in hand together \ 
tiiroiigh the whole presidaricjy iatecfeiBg almost every 
aieoiber of every departiBeat. , Every iolerior seem 
ed; tO' have, grasped at wealthy ■, that' he. 'mighr. h© 
enabled to, as^^mn© that , spirit of 'profusion ' which 
was now. the only dietincti-on between : him' and' his 
superiors. Thus- all distiootion ceased, ' and, every ■ ' 
Tank became,, in a manneF, apofi; an eguality. Mm 
was this the end of the mischief f for .'a' ooatest of ^ 
such a nature amongst o«r servaBts'- necesatirily des- ' 
troyed all proportion between their wants and the 
honest means of satisfying them'-. la a conn try 'where ' 
money is plenty, where fear is- the prinoipl© 'of Go^ 
vernment, and where your arms arO'ever vi@to,,rk)as, si. '' ■ 
is no' wonder that the lust of riches Bhonld readily ' ' 'I 

embraca the proSered Mean® of^ its gratification,, pf ''' ■ 
that the * snstrumehts ' ; of ■. your ' power shouli ayail 
theiaselves ; of, their authority, .and ' pj oceed; „ ©ve»'' 

:to'. eX'tbrtion;;:. m those- Oases ' w,heTO..,siiapi© ..corruipto ' ■' 
could': hot keep, pace 'with their repacity,' Examp-' . ■ 
les of this sort, set by superiors, could mt faS. 
being foilowed, m a , proportionate degree, by m«- 

feriors, ' The evil was conta^-ow, and spread ' amoa'g' 

the civil and military, down to the writer, the ©n»igii^]' * 
and the free merchant/’— Olive’s Letter to th© v 

tors, Third Eeportof Parikm-eitary' Committee, "- 

• = ' The directors'Teplied ,lo this very lettw, femento ' 
ing their cxinviction of its literal truth.— W© have 
the stiongest sense, of . the, deplorable state to whiob 
our affairs Were <a the .point of being reduced, from 
ihe corrupton and; rapacify ©I oar s«?aiite| aafl 





l-edaoecl and impoven-hed Emperor. ChVe appointea 
a committee to inquire into these matters, which 
brought to light' strange gceiies of nipaciiy, ' and of 
“threats to extort gifts.” Bat what did tlive ? He 
himself entered largely into private trade and into 
a vast monopoly of salt, an article of the mosc 
argent necessity to the people ; and this on the 
avowed ground of wishinji some t'entlemen whom 
he had brought out to make a fortune. His cumi 
mittee sanctioned the private trade in salt 
betel-nnt, and tobacco, oul of which nearly all the 
abuses and miseries be complained of had grown, only 
confining it to the superior servants of the Compan)- ; 
and he himself, when the orders of the Directors were 
laid before him in council, carelessly turned them 
aside,8aying,theDireptor9, when they wrote them could 

not know what changes had taken place in India, 
No! they did not know that he and bis council were 
now partners in the salt trade, and realizing a pioSt, 
including ’ interest, of upwards of fifty per cent f 
Perhaps Clive thought he had done a great servica 
when he bad attempted to lessen the number of har- 
pies by cutting off the trading of the juniors and thus 
turning the tide of ^in more completely into his own 
pockets and tbQ<o of his fellows of the council. It 
must have been a very provoking sight tp one with a 
development of acquisitiveness so ample as his own, to 
Witness what Ferelst, in his “View of Bengal”, dea. 
oribes as then existing. “At this time many black 
merchants found it expedient to purchase the name of 

any young writer in the Gompany’s gervice by loans 
of money, and Under this sanction harassed and op, 
pressed the natives. So plentiful a iupply was dgriv^ 
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frrfii t1ii9 mnrce, that many yonng writ0i‘§ Were ea*. 
abled tc spend 1500^. and 2000/. per annum, Were 
, clothed in fine linen, and fared sHmptU' usly every 
day.” What were th-- 'miseries and insolent oppres- 
sions under whicii the mnhijns of Bengal were made 
to groan by snob prao!ices,and by the llawlesa vio. 
ience with which the revenues were collected abont 
that. pe.i..d by the .English, may be .‘^nfficiently indica- 
ea ny the following passages. Mr. Hastings, in a 
letter to the Pre-ident V«n.ittart, dated Bauglepores 
April 25fcb, 1/62 says,- ‘.f beg to lay before you a 
grievance which loudly calk for redress, and will, un- 
less duly attended to, render ineffectual any endeav- 
otir to create a and lasting harmony between fcha 
Nabobs and the Company: 1 me.n the oppressions 
e<, mm, bed under the sanction of the English name, 
and through the want of spiiit to opoose them. Th© 
evil, lam well assured, is not confined to our deptnd- 
ents akne dvt is praefhf^d all over the country 'bv 
people falmly anmmtng the habit of our sepoys, or ccUlim 
themselves our yomastahs. On such ^cbasions, tha 
great power of the English intimidates the pUpIa 
from making ^ir,y resistance ; so, tn the other hand, 
the mdoiencrt of the Bengalees, or the difficulty of 
gtiiiiag access to those who might do them •fastice 
prevents our having knowledge of the oppresaioas! 
i have been surprised to meet with several 

English flags flying in places which I have 

passed; and on the river I do not be- 

liave 1 passed a boat without one. By what- 

ever ti le they have been assumed, I am sure 
their ti eqiiency can boast no good to the Nabab’s 
ravenucs, the quiet of the country, or the honour of 



oar nation., A partj. of sepoys, who were on flie 
marcli before ns, \afforded, snffici^-nt proofs of the 
tapacions and insolent ' spirit of these people when 
they are left to- their own discretion. Many com-* 
pla’Hts against them- were made to m on the road; 
snd most of the., petty’ towns ,and serais were deser^ 
led at our approach, , and the shops shot op, fro,iii 
Ih© .apprehension of the same treatment from ns/*' . 

Mr, Vansittart endeavoared' zealously to put a 
stop to such abominable practices'.; bat w-hat ooald 
■be do t The very roembers^ of the' coaocil were 
deriviog vast emolnmenta.from this, state, of thin,g8, 
and aadacioasly denied its existence. Under -snoh 
sanction, ©very inferior planderer set at defiance the 
orders of the president and ■ the authority of the 
officers appointed to prevent the oommissioii of sach 
oppressions on the natives. The', native oo!lecto'ra\of 
■Ih© revenue, ■ when' they attempted to levy, nnder 
:lhe express saneiioQ of the 'governor^ th©''osoftl-dutie8 
on the English, .were not only repelled by 
bat ©eked and punished as enemies of the Company 
®nd vioiaters of its privileges. The native jodgeS 
end magisirateB were resisted in the- discharge of . 
their duties; and even.thelr'fancti 0 ns' a8.orped,^^ 
thing was in confusion, and many ;- of ^^'th©''' ' 2 ein-^te 
and other collectors refusi^d to bevanswerahle'^f^^^^^ 
revenues. Even-, the Nabab’s own. ■ officers . ■ were'rre-. 
fused the liberty to make purchases oir ' hiS; 'accouEt. , 
On© of them, of high coBnexiGBS a'Bd - i'aflaence,,. 'was . 
seized for having purchased from :■ the /Nahab.. somA: 
saltpetre ; the trade in which ;■ they claimed aS-.be-. 
longing exclusively to them. ' Be was'- 'pul ia, - irons:- 
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•asi^ seiif to Calctitl?!, wKere som-@ of tlie cotwcil 
Toted f€>r having him ptifolioly whipped, otliers desired 
that Ilia ears niiglil bd cat off, and it wm all that 
4 ihe pTmhhm cogM effect ‘to get "'Mm' s@ml back to bif 
own raa^fter to he panislied. ; Ib Mr.- ^fallBittart^s 
jown is«mitive^ is given a letter from' oae,;' officer to 
the Nabab, oomptaioixig that ^hoo.gh he was foroish*- 
ed with instmotTons to send sway EiiropeaBB who 
were found ooromitting disorders- to Calcutta,, 'not** 

: withstaridirig any pretence . they shall make for so 

drying-; ha had o'sed pnrgaBtioes and- conciliated, aB'd 
.■ ' found theai of no. avail. That he bad striven' 

by gentle means to stop their vrolencesf upon which; 
iie was threatened that if fee interfered with them 
or iliaiT servants, tiiey would treat him £o such, a 
’milliner as should canse him to repent. , That all 
tfiair servant® -liad boasted publioly, that this was, 
what would he doae to him did lie pre^mme to meddle*- 
He adds, Now sir„ l am to imform yc-n what I have 
'Obslrnct-d Ishem m. place [Bncheraunge] U'as &f 

'§rB(d ttmh formevly^ -kat now brought to nothing hy 
the foil owiny ptmcticm. A geotlemaia seiids 'a gomas- 
tab here to h«? or sell. He Immediately looks \Bp^ 
iiimeeff as snfScieot to for.ce every .' inhabitant either 
to >tij Ms goods, or to foi€0 them to sell him' theirs | 
aad^on m non- capacity, a. floggi'ng or coo- 

inement immediately eoOTies. This is not. sofiicieBt 
even when willing *; hot a second force is . made use 
of, which is, to engrogs the different branches of 
trade to themselves, and not to- suffer any persons 
to hay or sell the articles they trade 'in. Th«y con-* 
f©i the people lo baj or geli at 'Just wbat rat© , 'they 


C 72 ) 

please, ^ and my interfering occasions an immediate 
ooHipIaint. These, and many other oppressions which 
are daily practiced, are the reasons that this place 
IS growing destiinfe of inhabitants.. ..Before, inatice 

■Was rgiven jii , the . public, ©iitcliere©,- but bow evf^ry 
go,Diastali is .become - a "|a:^ge''; they ewen pass .sell- 
■ten.ce on the 'Zemindars themselves f and draw money 
from theoi' for pretended iojiiries,^’* ■ 

, Such was the state of the country 'ia 1762,^8. wit- 
nessed by Mr, Hastifigs, ■ aod ■ 3och it Ccmtined .till 
.Cliv’s Governmen.t,— Olive, who so forcibly described 
it to the ■ .Directors; and what ■ did Clive do ? .Ele 
aggravated ID, enriehed himself enoFmoiielv by the 
very sr stem, and s© left ii .Siioh it cootinoed till 
,Mr. Hastingd,^-^this Mr., Hastings, who so feelingly 

had written his views -and abhorrenGe of it to the 
President ■ Vansittart, :.came ,: into 'Supreme power,' 
■and what did the wise- and benevolent Mr,' Hastings? 
H©; . became . th-e Aaron ’s-rod '■ ' of :'■ gif t-takers - the 
prince of exactors, and .the - most nnriden ting oppres- 
sor of the natives that ever visited ■India, ^ or 'perhaps 
any other conntry. 1 b the meantime this .system of 
rapacity and extortion had reduced the people to the 
most deplorable condition of poverty and ■ 

Bess iroaginable.. The monopoly .. .of .trade, : :apd-:., ■the 
violent abduction of all their - produce In ■■ the sha.pe 
of taxes,, dispirited them to the most ext reuse d p.gree, 
end brought on the country tfe os©, famines and disea- 
ses for which that period is.so . celebraied, .: In 1770'. 
OOoumd that dreadful 'famine, /which h .thpoiig,h». 
OBl Enrop© excited :. so much horro-rVof 'ibe iBglish, 
They have been accused ©f having directly ,of©,a:ted -i'tj ■ 
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^ bnyjng np all thence, an'di tefa sing to self sny' 
« It ‘^xoc-pt at the most ejorfeiiant price. The anther 
fifj® ; '■J H'sr-ory of the KDgjlsh Transncriona 

m the Kast Ind.es.’' thus boldly states the fact, 
bpeakins’ ot the monopoly just .allnded to, of salt, 
tei-nnt, and tobacco, he says, “ Money in this eo r* ■ 

conld not ^mneh the 
thirst of those who waited tn India to receive it. 
An espedont, aachas it was, remained to quicken 
It. 1 ha . natives could lire with little salt, but 
could not want food. Some of the agents saw 
themselves well situated for coilecing the rice into 

woiin ’ ^ gentoos 

^ c rather diP than violate fche prinoiDles of their 

relgioa by eating flesh. The alternative would 
toerefore be between giving what th.y had, ©r dying | 

ihe inhHb.fants sunk. They that cultivated the lend 
and saw the harvest at the disposal of o hers, planted 
indoubt; scarcity en.sued. Then the monopoly wa« 
easi r marmgad,_-sickness ensued. In some districts, 
the hving left the louies of their numeroa# 

aeadunburied.'’— p. 145 . 

Many and iugriiious have been the attempts to 
remove this awful approbrium from our national 
charaoter. It has been contended that famines are 
or were of frequent occu.e. ce in India;— that the 
natives had no providence; and that to charge the 
h-nghsh with the rniser.bla consequences of this 
farnmc 18 unrearonables, because it was what they 
could m ither forsee nor prevent. Of the dTOB.rht iu 
the previous autumn there is no doubt ; but ther.- is 
unhappily as little, that the regular rapaoitj of th® 
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12nd isli tad re^no'td tlie natwes to that condition of 
® iverty, apathv, and despair, in whicli the slight <sfe 

darsneement of season roust anpeiinduca ^mine ; ^ 

that they were igrown iCsIloaa to the suiiHriogso 

•their Tictirna, and were as alive to the g sio 0^ ® 

rmioe price throngh the scarcity, as th^f were_ m 

0ll other oases. Their obj.cfc was sodden wealt^ 

and they cared net, in fact, whether the 

or died, so that that oh| *Rt was effe«t‘>d. / ‘® 

Ae relation of the Abbe Rarnal, a 

and the Kght in which this event was beheid oy 

f oreign mations# 

“It was by a dronght in 1769, at the seasos 

whea tbe rain» nve expeo'-ed, t.'iat tk-ire a tire 

©f: tke gre^it harvard t of 17^9. and the les^ harvest 
'■of 177®. ItfH irnb that tke nca on the higtier 
^ronndd iid not S’lffer .grreatly bv this distnrbane-* O' , 

the .^awns, bnt there was far' from, a stiffieia 

Mtf tbr the sonriahmoni- of all the inhabitants o 

country; add to whijh the English, "‘l'’ 

gaged bsforehand to Uke'propsr care '? 

iist.'iiee, as well aa of the seooys belongpir to th.n^ 

did not fail to keen looked ap io their, tnuguzun^s a 
part of the grain, .thoagh the harvest was insafficient 

...This scourge did not fail to make 

felt throughout Bengal. Rice, which ** ® 7 

fiold f .r one s .1 (4 d) for three pounds, 
ly raised so high as four or even • «r soU (-^01 
one pound; neither, indeed, was there any to be 
found, except in such places where^ the Ituiopea 
iiad ^keu care to collect it tor their own nee*^ 
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^^Tlie iinliapp? Indians wer». pari»liirig every day 
by tboiMsBCis uoder tijis’tfvaiit ' of- sussenaiice, 
any means of help and with-aat any riverine. They 
were %q be seen in their villa^e^ ; alonar the piiblio 
Ways ; in ^tha midst of our . Kuropean colonies,— ^rwle^ 
mesjzre, emaciated. consamed by famine— 

go ri0 stretched on the gfoond in expectation of dy- 
ing ; other?* scarce able to drag themS'dvea on to seek 
any nouriAinent, and throwing themselves'; at the- 
feat of the :-Kuropeaii8^ entreatirig them to take them 
in as their s*laves. 

^^To this deecriptioo, which mak-^-s humanity 'shod- 
der, let us add other obj-'cH equally shooKing. Let 
imagination' e-slarge upon theui, if poss'ble. Let us, 
renresenfc to oiirseivne, inf^tnts deserted, some expir- 
ing on the breaj^ti of their ■m-'thers ; everywhere, 
tli-e; dyincr and tha dead mingled togr^^ther j on all 
sides, the groans of sorrow and the tears of despair 
and we shall then have some faint ^ idea of the 
horrible SDectacI 6 which Bengal presented for' the 
spaee-of'six^^^w 

: v ::/ whole time, the Ganges was covered 

wfih cafca^es ; the fields and high ;w»y8 were choked 
•up 'with them: the air, aod 

dis«B- 80 S moltiplied ; , and one evil’ succeed ing un^ ilier* I? 

ft appeared not 'improbable. , thal the plague, would 
carry off the total population of that unfortunate 
kingdom. It appears, by calculations pretty 
guerally acknowledge, that the famine carrie-d 
off -'-a f*urth part/ that is to bbj— about 
millioml what , is still .more' remarkable, is, that 
f'uoh a rEnl'itade, of hamaii-,,crea tares,- amidst, this 
-terrible distress,' remained in' absoiute ,• inaptivitf r 
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'All til 8 Earopeafis* tlpecially , fcbe, Englislif were poi** 
ae 8 S-^d, of '“'MigBZines. ■ Thefts were • u'ot : toacE 9 a« 
Private,, hoosea' were so too. No revolt, no niaasHore,^: 
not, the, ' ietsst violence prev-diled.; The .nnliappy .■ 
iEdi'an: 3 .;resi^oed to despfiir^ confined, ..themseivea to 
t}iB;rri|n'.5sfc :of' sncoonrs^T not obtain paiid 

peacefully a waited, the relief of death. 

Let. ,09 now repre^^ent to 0Era,'^lves any part of 
Earo. '0 afflicted with a 8 i-mi,lar, Cali 4 mi,ty^' , Winit 
diaord^ ,T'! ; what fary,,I, w.hat atrocions acts!, whati 
cr'm.s,, woald, '■ en-ii'* !'■ How elionld : we' have seen 
:Soi,i ,128 EnrO:»ean8, s .'ine coiif.eadirigy , for^ 
food,' dagger, in hand, 'some pur^lliIlgv. 8 o!iie /flying,, 
and witkoat remorse .massacring, one , another ! HoW 
shoold, we have seen men at turn ,, their ra^e oa 
themselves , tearini^' and' devoanng their ^ own limbs ; 
and, in the bdndnass of desnair, trampli^^g nndef 
foot fill aiir.hoiity,' as Weil as every sentiment oi 
nature and reason I ' 

^*Had it been the. fate of the Ettgash to have 
had the like ecents to'dr^ad on the par;, of the people 
of Bengal, perhaps the.fannno would have Wen less 
general and Jess deslractive. For. sett'iiii aelde, as 
perhaps we ooghfe, every charge of monopoly, t'Oone 
will na-'lertake to de£'^r»d them againsi. the reproach 
.of „n,e,.i!li,g-.',E,0d and.,..„in8eil3i.bidty. . , A,H„d,„ iB ^.what a 
dri'Jis have they merited that reproach f In the very 
insr.ant of time in which ih'.:^ life or death of several 
mill 008 of th‘dr fedow- create res wa^ ia their 
power. Oa^ would think that in such, ,,Hltarf»a.tive^ 
the very love of hnmankind, that sentimetit .innate. ,ia.. 
all haartg. m;g:it have iB»pircd them with resourceBt ^ 
460 . 4 * 
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TKBATMEMT OP THE NATIVES. 

Continued^ 


Ir, ■ Buys the*®sam0 historian, in whom' 'lanffiis' 

age We coiioludtrd the Ust chapter, *‘to tliis picture of 
public oppreerions fte were to add that of nrivaca 
extortions, we should find thg agents cf the Comi.any 
attoosEevery where exactii.g their tribute with 
tame rigour, and raising contributions with the 
bln™)' ciuelty.^ We should see them carrying a 
h ad of ,uq„i„t,ou into every family, and sitting m 
V tneTr ® fortune /robbing indiscriminate^ 
to « m impuiing it often 

, ^ ^ crime, that he is npt sul^cientiy rich, 

and papalung him ascor^ingly. We hhould^ vW 

to olr i’^s! ‘heir credits we^ 

<iaence of these irreguh,rites, des^ 

K tinalh^ r.T ““ dejection 

f e^'ery Wind, apd uniting to pufe 

agrionltnre apd population.- This, which S S 

etvS ts f- P®"®‘‘’ address -d to .h,ir 

had “t fadia. Ihey pomplained that their “orders 

?^hol8 oounlir ’ ‘'j®\®PP*’‘^®sion pervaded th^ 
imnunitv to ^ ’ ‘hat youths Iiad been suffered with 

l»»f}yp§, and io ap^Bire rapid fonunes by irionopolij|« 
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TViBv a!>k “ whether there he ^ 

ing ^,o/been made a munoj^oly oi ? 

thiDj^ which are not more tha a ever oopres- 

Whet, her the natives are a app -mt- 

ead and wretched v ^ , QoTdraor-Generiil, and 

in.? Mr. „t he „ould “set an exKmpte 

expressed a hope application.” TJnfor- 

oftemoeranoe, economy, a ^ a very 

w»..«y a, a“‘;'2hS». •'«: ‘■‘f 

diSbrentkiod. elation that he entered 

L'^to , ha. infamous bargain 

far the extermination of the without the 

his Government ^referred against him to 

most seriaus charges hvmg himself was the 

the supreme C 'UnciU ot wni^^^^ annuities 

head, of his ® • :Qn„tion3 of the Company, 

contrary to the espres J _ appointments, in 

and for the the rec^ of 15,000 

1775 he ^^.^T^Ahrappointment of the Ouan of 
rupees, as a bribe fo ^ PP J.g,^a^Qag ; in 1776, of 
Burdwan, or manager f ^ Pboasdar of 

receiving an cause. About 

B<,.gly :i, so,000 r«P«« S”.” 1772, Ih- 

the same time it oat the * Governorship, he ro- 

immediately on entering the wove 

« a I™” p pTnnn g ber tb. 

and a half of rupee., iu^^affairf of the Habob of 

¥"Tlt?»r“ bpd b„. re. 

W Mr Middleton, bis agent. 

The Nund Coumai^ 

on these charges, dhe maaaraja 
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wBo l;ad been appointed varioiijpimportant Oteff 
hy Mr. Hartings himself came forward, and accmedi 
the (icyernor of acquitting Mahmud Raza Khan, the 
^>iih L'iwan o5 Bengal, and Sajah Sibab Key the 
JSaib iJiwan of Bebar, erf vast embezzlenimts in their 
aceoiinta, and also offered proof ei the bribe of un- 
wards of three and a half lakhs from Muny B< gaia 
and Jtajah Sourdass, What answer did he make 
to these charges ? Ha refused to enter into them y 
but itmnediitely eommenced a prosecution of Kun^ 

toomar, on a change of conspiracy ; which failing, he 
fiad Mm tried an a charge of forgery, said to b© 
comraitsed bve years before. Oss> th® he waa- con- 
victed by a Jury of Krglishmen. and hanged, thoucrb 
the crime was not capital by the laws of hi© 
country. Phis was a circumstance that cost th© 
toafest SHSpioion upon him. It was said that a ma» 
P"***'’^ and peculiar cireutnstaijoes' 
ot the (jOirernor,Heea8ed of the high crimes of briberir 
and corruption, would, had he been innocent have 

saved the life of a® 

accsser, had he been proscmted by others, instead 
of himself hastening him out of the way y which mash 
^^''^istibla conviction in the public miDd 
©f fats own gnilt. But on the celebrated trial of Mr 
Hastings, this was exactly the mode in which ever/ 

men of *Z tr“® oeleBerated 

Sen L ^ reiterate these and 

otbercharges ; when he stood before the Howe of 

Commons instead of standing 

nbd of Z " hmoenoe, and 

fo^ taLr® opportunity to clear his name from such 
foal tdiat, eveiy techmcal obs^raotion which the in- 
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getiiiTty of jbis council could devise was tbrown in the 
WHjf of evidence. When the evideiioe of this Rajah 
liinnd (.’ooroar, as taken by the supreme oonucii of 
€alcntta, was tended itw»s rejeotedbecause it was nof: 
given in the copncil upon oath; though Mr. Hastings 
well knew that the Hindus never gave evidence upon 
Oath, being contrary to their religion that it was never 
required,— that this very eviiience had been received 
by the council as legal ; and that he himself had al- 
ways contended during his own government, that such 
svidenoe was legal. When a lettor of Munny Begam 
was presented, proving the reception of her bribe by 
Mr. Hastings, that letter was not admitted because 
it was merely a copy, though an attested one; 
the original letter itself was however produced, and 
persons high in office in India at the time of the 
transacto in, Came forward to swear to the band and 
seal as those of the Begam.^ And what then ? the 
original letter itself was rejected beoause it tnadp 
part of the evidence before the council, which had 
been rejected before on other grounds I 

Such was the manner in which these and the other 
great charges against this celebrated Governor, 
which we have noticed in a former chapter, were 
met. Every piece of decisive evidence against 
him was resisted by every possible means; so that 

had he bsen the most innocent map alive, th© only 
cciuviction that could remain on the mind of th®. 
public must have been that of his guilt. He had 
neither acted like an innocent, high-minded man, to 
whom the imputation of guile is ihtolerablaj himself 
in India, nor had his advocates in England been 
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to ao so. Ifidenceon Bterj charge, of 
^ the most, inclusive nature was offered, au'd reioliiteljr 
rejected; «nti spite of all the OEdeavoarsio clear the 
r.u 3 ’norj of Warren Hastings of cruelty, and cor- 
ruption, the very coiidaci of -.himself ee(! his c un - 
mi on tli6 trial most stamp Ilia accusing verdict iude- 
iiblj oa his name. 

Bat Ms individual conduct is here of no further 
concern than ,to shew ' what must have be-an the 
contagioa- of -his , exvimple-.- and' what the license 
gi'ven'^by the House' of Peers, by. the rejection - of 
^ evideoce in such a. case, to all future adventiiTers- iu- 
■ Well, might Burke ■ exclaim,- That it held 
out to s!l f uture Governors of Bengal the most cer» 
tarn unbounded impunity. : Peculation in India 
■ would be BO longer practised, as'- it used ■ to . be, 
widh cau-tion and 'with secresy, ■ It'' would in ■ future ■■ 
stalk abroad at ooOQ.day, and ' act -withont disguise ; 
because, after such a decision as' -has- Just been made 
by their Lordships, there wasno--'pasBibility of- brio-gin 
into a court the proofs, of .peculation/^ And 
indeed every misery which the combined evils of 
war, olBeial plunder and remorseless- exaction could 
heap upon the unhappy natives, 8 eem.s do have reigned 
triumphant through the British provio.ees and .de- 
pendencies at India at this period. ^The desfcructi-.TO 
contests with Haider Ali, the ravages of the '. English ' 
and their ally, the fTabab of Arcot . in Tan jore and '^ 
the Marawars, were necessairly ' . prod-qctive ol ex-' 
treme ruin and misery. Daring.'.- Mr. Hastings.^' Go-- 
vernment the duanne, or management .of th8-.,r©V0- 
' Euas was. assumed ia Bengal . by .the English* Re-; ' 
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terns botli in tlie mode of collecting the taxes and 
in- the adtiHnistratioa of ' jaistice ' wera attempted* 
The; lands were offered oo.IefiSeS' ' of, fi?e years, and 
those lea-es ..pnfc up to auction to ' the' best bidders* 
Tiie British Parliament in 1773 appoints a supreme 
court of judicature in which English Judges adminis- 
tered Btiglisli law. Buu as the, great end aiaie''d'at 
was, not the relief of the people, but the increase of 
the amount of taxation the-se chan ^-es, were only disas- 
trous to the natives.' Native officers' were in many 
cases removed and the native ryots only the more 
oppressed. Every change in. fact secured to be. tried 
except the simple and satisfactory one of reducing 
the axaodons and ■ cultivating the blessing of pe'ace. 
Ten years after these changes had been iotroduoed 
and had been all this, time inflicting unspeakable , 
calamities on the people : Mr, Diindas moved in- 
quirjvinto Indian affairs, and pronoanced the . most 
sever© censures on '.both the Indian Presidencies 'and 
the Court of Directors. He accused the Presidenoes 
and that most justly, ''of plunging -the nation into ' 
wars for the sake of eonqueat of contemning and 
violating treaties and plunaering and oppressing the 
people of India. The Directors he charged with 
blaming'ihe misconduct ' of th servants only when 
it was unattended '', with ' ..proflt and exercising a 
■very: conatanl forb0a.raiice as often as it was pro- 
ductive of gain or .temtory. 

Of the effects of his own military and financial 
changes Mr, Hastings had a good' specimen in '.his ' 
Ipumdy through the pro :viaoe of Benares in 1784. 
This was only three'ye'ars after he had oom,Tnitted^te 
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atrocitie.? in tliis province, related in a foriHBr etnapler 
‘^aRcl driven the liajaii from iiis tlirone;:aBd these are 
twown words, in a letter to the Council. dated Luckaow^ 

April, 1784:— From the confines of Bnsar to Benares 
t I was followed and fatigued bj' the ..-clamonrs of the 
* ■ cliscontenlied iiibabitants. The distresses' which were 
'i!' produced by the long oontiaaed drought' unavoid- 
ably tt^nded to heighten the general discontent: ' y el 
f I have reason 'to fear that the cause priooipaily 

' ©listed in a defective* if not a corrupt and oppossive 

administration* Prom Buxar to the opposite boun-* 
darj I have seen aothiog but traces of complete 
devastation ia every village. And' what had occa- 
sioaed those devastations f The wars and the determi-' 

^ ned resolve introduced by Mr. Hastiogs himself^ 
to have the very uttermost amount ' that could be 
wrung from the people, 

' For 'the sort of persons to whom Mr. Hasting's 
Was in fc.l3e habifc of . farming out the. reveouag ...oftha 
proviaees* and the motives for which they w-re ap- 
poiotedy W0 must refer to particulars " which came, 
oat on his trial respecting sach men .as Keileram,, 

Govind Singh, and Deby Singh f-. but nothing cm ' ' 

give a more lively, idea of the horrid fcreatmeufi 
which awaited the poor U itives. under such monsfers 
as these collectors, than the statements, then made 
of the practices of, theilast menti.med person,. Deby op 
Devi Singh, This man was declared to have ^beea 
placed on Ms post for corrupt ■ ends. He' was'' a 
maE of the most 'infamous character;, yet that did 
not prevent Mr. Hastings, placing him in such"" ■% 
responsible office,, tho.agh he himself declared on th'a 


Irial; that lie well, knew II© character 
abilities af Sajah Debj SiBgb tbat I© could earffj 
ooncieTe it was iii'his power boiih 10 commit great 
enormities'" and to,: ecmceal Ibe real grounds of tfeem 
from the British collectors, in the District Welly 
notwithstaiidiog 'this,' opinioD^ the Bajah oSer-d 
„* very convenient mm 'of moaey^ four lacs of rnpees—. 
upwards , of 4000'04. — and he .was .ap'pointed renter of 
District of Dinsgpore.,, Complaints of Ms crneitiaa. 
ware no.t, long 'in arriving at Calcntla. . ;Mr*- Pat^ 
lerson a'geafelemaB.in the Company’s service, was senl 
as ' a^coroiniisioner- to inquire into - the .charges against 
him; and the 'aceonnt. df. them as gi?Bn.,by Mr. Pa.t* 
tersoD, is Ihns quoted bj Mills Irom The History 
of the trial of Warren Hastings Esq/’ 

. ** The poor ryots or . bnsbaridmeB^, ..were, .treateci.,- 
'in a naannai! that could never gaio belie! if it was not 
attested by the reeords of the company and Mr^. 
Burke thought it necessary to apologize to thek 
Lordships for the horrid relation with which 'te 
would be obliged to harrow their feelings* The 
worthy commisdoner Patterson, who had aulhentica^* 
ted the particulars of this relation, had wished^ that 
for toe credit of human nature, he mighi have- 
drawn a veil- over them; but as he had been sent to- 
inqure into them' he must in the discharge- of his duty 
state those pariiouUrs, however shcMsking they were-, 
te his feelings* The cattle and corn- of the husband- 
inen were sold for a third of their value, and their 
huts 'reduced ' to- ashes ! The- unfortunate owners 
were obliged to- , borrow foom usurers, that they 
®|ght disoharga their boads,^ which had uniustlj anA 


fee isf«raal fiead Deri Singh to b^/e ^esa bonds 
disflhHtgwi, that the wretched hnstendmea were 
■obJiff«>d to barrow money not afc twenty, or thirty, 
®r forty, of fifty, bat at siw hundred per cent ® 

Mm ! 

Tfio^e wlio oonM not raise .the ■ motiey 
most cruelly tortured*' , Cords were. drawn tigtii 
rdfiad tfiair till the flesh of the. four o^a 

eftck Was" acr.ually iecorporated, and became 

one st>lid mass. The liagera were then separatea 
agtiii by wedof'es o£ ^ron and wood .driven m be^ 
ween Ikeai ! Others were tied, tw.o and two, by me 
feet^ and thrown across a wooden bar^ npon wMoa 
mj hnng with their fast tippermo^t. They wart; 
llt©B bott on the soles of the feet till the toenaiti 

dropped off I They were afterwards beat about tht 
head till th® blood gushed out at the mouth, nos^ 
aad o»fs^ ^ They were also flog^red upon , the nakaa 
l^ody with b'.imboo canes, and prickly bushes, a.nu 
abOTa all, with some poisonous weeds, which were 
of a causiio . nature, and ' burnt' at' ' every tot^h® 
The cruelty of the monster who- had ■ ordered all this*}' 
bad contrived how to tear the mind; as well as the 
body. He frequeutly had. a f vt her and a- son tied, 
naked to one another by the feet and arms, 
and then flogged til! the skin was torn from the flesh; 
and he had the devilish satisfaction to know, that 
every blow must .hurt ; for if one escaped the 3*^% 

.: hts. feasibility was .wounded by the knowledge he hAd^ 
',:'t|iat the blo'W had fallen upon his father* , .The same. • 
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to la re was felt by tie .fatber^ ■ when he knew thsi 
eferj blow that missed, him had fallen opon .lii.s soa# 

The treatment of the females could not be 
described* ^Dragged frrm the inmost recesses of * 

, hoages, which the ^religion'' of tb.3 coontry had made 
, ,»o\ many sanctu.arieB, they were exposed naked to 
pciHic^view.^ The virgins were carried to the coort' 

; of justice, where- they might' naturally have lO'jk&d 
for protection, but- they now. looked ■ for it in vain; j 
for m the face of the ministers, of josiice, in the 
face of the spectators, in the face' of the, son, those i'' 

tender and modest virgi-ns '.were Initally „ 

violated. The only diilerence between their trealw 
ment and that of- their mothers was, that ■ the former 
were dishonoored in the face of day/ the latter in ' I:, 
tho gloomy recesses of their dnngeoD* Other females ' : 
had the nipples of their ■ breasts put ' in a cleft)- . - -.l-^ 
boo,^ and torn off/' What foil ows is -too-;, shocking 
and: indecent to transcribe,! , It is almost - im-possible^- '"."i 
in reading of .these frightful ; and savage enorm-itieSi: 

,to believe that we are readiog'.o£ a country . under' the 
British Government,; and that these Bnm',anfy:' ' 'deeds-,;/ 

. were.p^petrated by^ 'Britis.h agents, and: for-, '.the'pBr*',/- 
pose , ■<^.. extorting ■the-'B.ritish . . Tevenneg. -'Thus/ Wera..,3; '-/i; 
these Jim.ooent a-nd\'OBl]appy people treated',,- beca-isQ,,;^,''':''-; 
Warren Hastings. w.anted money, and sold them to a 
yfretch, whom, he, kn,ew to, be "a wrefeh'- for-,' h, 
bribe p. thixs , were they treated because Devi * 
Singh had paid- his -four" lacs of rapeeSf' and - 
most wring them again out of the miserable ryota, ; 

though it were ' with ' their very lifers blood mni ’ 

with tire and torfetire' before iiaheard 'of evea 'ia thi -' 
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lofiji' f»Dd cafcaloscQQ of huiBs^fP O 2 *’ini 0 ‘?t 

uboalcl Esver be forgi^ttea, tliati- .though Mr, Burke 
plO'i'.'O'i p ^rmifeted, tiodor tho iH'K'it .awful 

I iE?i‘:'r‘jcc.'tioa'^, to pro^e ovsry word of this^ barbarous 
^'‘'C!Ch pefiaisaiori was stonily .refused ;^. aii.d 
the ov'dieiioo of the cO'uoiissiorier 
PaM;of*’ra QiMdn in the company’s own records*; ■ Biili 
it TOO not mereif the oommissrori of these oatrAgaS 
whi.*.h the poor iohabiuats had to ' eo.diir0. . " The 
I\5;.{'“bjh Cfiarm of jiisdce, which ' should have pro- 
feerb-’i became ail addid'^mal in e an of torture 

art! ruin. The wri s of she supreme court were 
i?caod iiu the Huito,: iodi^iduals a.gaiiist,- the zemindars 
of the country in ordinary acti.o.us of debt. They 
were from their farnides and affeirs, with 

the frecj SI eot' certainty of leawsog them jo disorder 
and fiiiri., aay di-’taoce., tJYe.n as great -as. fire hundred 
to gi?e brdl at Oalcutca, a thing, which, iC^they 
were gtrfangBfs, and the sum rnore than ^trifling 
it was ae^t to inipossiblo they should have^in their 
power. In default or this, the?, were- consi::4Bed to 
prison' for all the many mouths ' which the delay 'Of 
ilngiisli judicature mightioterpose' between^ this ca« 
la’nh.ons stsitife acid the termioatiou of t-ua suit, ^ Upon 
the affidavit" into the truth of which no inquiry ' was 
la^ade, upon the unquestioned affidavit . of any person 
'Whatsoever— a person of oredibiiity, or hirccfcly the.. 
ra'Verse, no difl'erence- — the, 'oatvo^ were seized, ,_car-, 
ried to Calcutta, and consignied to ^ prison, where,^ 
«v©'ii whea it' was at ter wards deternoined that they 
Were not within the jurisdiction of court, and| 
■of ■■ oours©| that they had been tsn|ust>,ly perBeeuledf 
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they were liable to !i® for several tnonthsj ani 
whence they were . dismissed totally withoafc compesA* 
lion* Insta 0063 ocoarred, ' ia , whioh defendants wofs 
fcroaglit from a distance, to the ■. .presidency, »acl; \ 
when they declared their intention ■ o.!. pleading, that 
is, objecting to the jurisdiction of Ihe coart, the proie- 
cntion was, dropped; but was aga.in renewf-^d ; fehi 
defendant ■ bronght down to ■ Galcntta, and again 
.upon his. . offering to plead,. the ^ prosectsdoa was 
dropped. The very act of beiog seised, wm in 
India, the deepest disgrace, and so degraded a man 
ot any rank that, under the Mahomedaii GoYernment 
.it never was attempted but in cases of the afcmosi 
delinquency (Mills, ii, 560-2.) 

In merely reading these cases of the proud 
man’s contumely, the oppressors wrong, if; is difficiill 
.to, repress thebumiDg indignation of , one’s spirfi* ' 
What shame, what disgrace, that under the laws #{■ 
En.glaud,; and, in a country to ' which we owe to ■ 
much wealth and power, such a system of reckless 
and desperate injustice should for a long series of 
years have ^ been practidng! But if it be difficult 
to reiid of it without curses and imprecations, what 
must, it have been to bear f How must the wretched, 
hopeless, harassed, persecuted, and outraged people 
have called on Brahma for that tenth Avtar which 
should sweep their invincible, their iron-handed and. ' 
iron,-h 0 art 0 d oppressors, aa a swarm of locusts from ' 
their fair land ! Hetany one imagioe what must be ' 
■ihe state of confusion . when the semiudars, or higher 
culleotors of the revenues were thus plagued in ^tha 
sphere of their arduous duties, and called out of it| 






( 89 ) 


fo the ca^taL ^ Whea iiwsy Krere degraded 

IB K*e «y 08 , and femoTeiS from the presence »f 
the ryots, whet mu^ bar® been the natural ooase* 

.» q«««c», b«l eegJcot aad liceHse on the part of the 

syo*, only too happy to otrtain a little temporary 
? Bat the ryots tbfltnMives did not escape, as 
•We hwe already seen. Such, however, continoaj 
thits dismal state of things to the very end of the 
Century Lord ttirnwallis complained in 1790, “that 
esc«pi:r,g the class of shroffs and banyas, ■who 
rer-j.h* ‘litntisfc entirely in great towns, the inhabi- 
ittiB of tb©.-« provinces were hastily advancing to a 
^ae-/:;! faiate of poverty and wretchednees” Lord 
Cfii-ijwaliia projected his plans, and in 1802, Sir 
^Heary Strachey in answer to interrogatories sent to 
»he Iisdsaa judges drew a gloomy pictnre of the 
i r«®Hit« of all the schemes of finance and jndicatnre 

ttot bad been adopted. He reprer.sented that the 
Zemindars, by the sale of their lands, in default of 
the payment of their stipulated revenue were almost 
naiversally destroyed, or were rednced to the 
Miidiaoa of the lowest ryots. That, (in one year 
17mj nearly one tenth of all the lands in Bengal 
^har and Orissa, had been advertised for sale* 

Thatia two years alone, of the trial of the English' 
courts, aocamulated causes threatened to arrest the 
Course @f justice : in one single district of Bardwaa ' 

g,, m<tfe ikaa SO.OOO i-uits were before the judge; and 
that B® oaudidate for justice ooald expect it in 
the course of an ordinary life. The great man 
^ mid tar lieflry, « were the Musalman 

mers, whose places, we have taken and the Hindn 
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siiBandars. . These two' classes are now mmQi 
,aad , 'de^^troyed,^’ -He adds, exactioo. of reveame 
is HOW, I presnme., and, perhaps, ' always waSi' ihe 
'iBOstj, prevailing crime throHir boat the '.coontry aad, 
:I know .pot .how; it is-tbat ■.extOTtioners ' app.ear to ns 
in aoy. .. other , light -than ; that o| the worst.. ,ar^d 
most, pernicious species of robbers*”, fla .tails .. as 
that the lands of the Marbattas ' in the neighbour. hood 
' of diis . ' district,. • Midnapore, .were more prospersoui 
than onrs, .though' they were without regolar courts 
of .Justice or pohce. ■ “‘’■Where,” myn h© ‘‘ no bf-ittlos 
are fought^ the ryots remain nnrnolO'Jteii by inilitarf 
exactions, and the- zemindars seldom changsd^ 
■the oon'otry was in h'gh caltivatioii .and the. papula- 
.tioa frequently saperior to our own.” 

Such was the condition and treatment of.' the 
satives of Ei-nrlostfi-n, at . the conrn •noement of the 
preSf-'Tit cantory. in anctlier chapter on' our poiiof 
and condncs in' this vast md important ivgion — -it re-, 
mains only to taka a rapid glaac© at tho effect of 
tbege too caotaries of despotism upon these sabjooted 
miliions and to inquire what we have aisGO'. hes.tt" 
doing "towards. a better .state, of - thing's..^— more .:auS“.: 
piciotts to them, and honorable to ourselves® .. 


;fHl:EN6MSH IH. '.IMDIA COimmBD 


Ere acciistonied to, ■■GoYern IiaSia-- 
wlileli 63d nevsr g&?a- U 3 ,>bj' mesiGO ■“ 
i?iil liSTer justiiy. , 


“S ooYTitry 

God 


: Lord Ershim speech on &ockdmk^s ' Trial 


We have traced BOmetbing of the misery 
whJoh a !org course of a,'rar5c8 ard despoti-ia 
has inflicted on the natives of India, Int wa 
hava Bct taken iato the acoonnt its moral 
effect _ apon them. G-ensrafcioa after psners- 
tion of Sogiishmaa flocked oTsr to Hiadosten ' t& 
gather a harvest of wealth and to retura and on jo?- 
ati liorae- G'Gd © ration softer gpn0ra/ticB Gf ' Indisas 
arose to create this wealth for tlxair feeraotnCry 
visitocs, and to sink deeper and deeper theraselx-es 
into poverty. Happy had it been for them, had 
poverty and physical wretchedness come alone. Bnt 
the |iaevitabia ooneommitant of slavery and des. 
titufcion appeared with them and to every sacceedin® 
generation in a more appalling form-d> moralization, 
vast as their multitude and dread tnl as their eon- 
did n. They were not more unhappy than they 
were degraded in spirit and deoased* in feeling. 
Ages of virtual though not nominal slavery’ 
beneath^ Mohaiaedan and Cbristisn masters haS 
aecessarily done their usHal work on the Hrndw. 
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They eewad t<% b® thf gentle, tl,© pt:i^. 

aiiTii3ai,ti!i0 mefcM Em<3tis. Thef lial hemm^ cmal^ 
ftiaTOli, mnrdarons, lioentioas a-S' well ae Mmcflf , 
saperstitioias.' Thay feat!., seen 'tt« religiotia' parity, 
II# m#ral mtegrity ptacSseS— bow ■ were' ''fchef 
t# fe.eeooi©, pare an4 hteeat f " T&ay faaii felt,, oaly 
ermelty :'. and . injastica lio'^r were tliey , t#, ■%# 

'' '*ay: thing' bat erael .fsnd ■ ' Bnjia3t,l Tliey ' had setm 
fw:.n aga.to age, .fro’n-.day day, from lioiirvlo 
. hotir, ' every sacr’ad 1 13 of blood or eterf 

moral "obligafeioa,. every great and eternal priraci^* 
pie of h'nman mt'o-i ri -lat-d aroand tli 0 rii~--hdvf Wero 
&0y,t,o reverenoe sacli thingi' ? Hov were they :to 
regard them bat m solemn 'anii mnproStabl© mcj®- 
teries ? They were accordingly aorrapted • into a 
»ie?iT!, lying, depraved, and parfidioas generaticn-*- 
6i®old the ' abject ■ tooli of ■ a mooey-scraping race #f 
' wnqaerora be .anything else f — was It probable ? w.ai 
it. possible f Philosophers aod poetical minds, whem 
a«eh, now and then, reached. Iiidi a, ware astonished 
to find, instead of those delicate and spiritual 
ehildren of Burmah, of whom they had read such 
delightful accounts — a people so sordid, and in many 
Ia3tanc.t;s so savaga and ' cruel, 'They had not;,- m 
cnlated, as they might have done, the . cartain 
eonsequences of long .. years of ^‘avery’s most fata! 
infiiotioas. What an eternal debt of generous and 
Christian retribution do wa owe India for all this 
what, indeed, are the. '.pan 'jtS; we have occasioned, the 
poverty we have created, the evils of all kinds that 
wa have perpetrated, ' to the moral da eTadation^^^ 
W& hjtTd iad needs mi the grass darka@3Ss. ..groSi,^.^ 
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Enper^titioo, the grossr sensuality Tfe bare thw, hs 
fact, fostered and perpetuated ? Had we appeared 
ia India as Chrislians instead of conqu'/rors j as- 
jast mercbents instead of subtle plotters, sLauaing 
tlift name of tyrants while we arri¥ed at the mosfc 
abKO.'ute tyransiv ; had we been as conspicuous ft.-a 
oar diiftis.'on of knowledge as for our keen, ceassiees, 
and iasntiabla gathering of coin j long ago that work 
would have been done which is but now begianiisg 
and oar power would have acquired the most pro- 
found stability ia the affections and the knowledge 
of the people. 

At the period of whioh I Lave been speaidsg-- 
the end of the last and the opening of the present 
century, the character of the Hindoos, as drawn bj 
eye witaesseis of the highest authority, was moat 
plorable. Even Sir William Jones, than whom 
there never lived a man more enthusiastic in his 
admiration of the Hindoo literature and antiquities 
and none more ready to see all that concerned this 
people in saany hues— even he, when he had had timo 
to observe their character, was compelled to ex- 
press his surprise and diaappointment. He speaks of 
their cruelties with abhorrence j in his charge to the 
grand jury at Calcutta, Jnne 10th, 1787, he observed, 
“perjury seems to be committed by the meanest, and 
encouraged by some of the batter sort of the Hindoos 
and Musalmans with aa little remorse as if it were 
a proof of ingenuity, or _ even of merit ’’that ha 
had “ no doubt that affidavits of any imaginary fact, 
might be purchased in the markets of Calcutta a® 
readily aa any other article— and that, could tha’ 
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^ of religions obUga^ioo 

iLere would be found lew eonscvenoas to bmu. ^ 


ia,er0 .wyuiUL mo ^ ,, , 

AUth. tavell... .nJ 

Bsch.om, a»<l dis- 

in bearing testimony to f - ^ ^pg^chery, aowardice, 

regard of their ^“^ 5 avarice equal to that of the 

and thievishness; their a jlpity more than 

whites, and their cumiing P gmarrelsome 

European; their foul ® g„lg depraved by 

babite-all the ^/Sct Veir hor- 

hereditary oppression and u,,^ which thousands 

rid and barbarous superstitions by whicn^ 

of vidtims are destroyed ^7 f ^ijese evil linea- 
to all Europe. Every attested by 

meats of character were most stnfeingiy a. 

the Indian judgaa, in their jj ready alluded 

interrogatories put the general 

pitch of infamy > J was bo species 

Laraoter were to be f f ^^tiaher elassel would 
of fraud or villuuy that were 

fdtd^murd^ robb^^ /I'’ 

to be added, maraer,^ _y fUAm tie magistrate 

‘ ot sbiliaea, 

to ™» to to 

Sa Sr - P»toiM? « “““‘“S 
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I ii6,4nlr.:giil-rig', nail hypocntif^slly ofessciiifoiie'*'' 
tttas^thej, iio.ve¥0r, indemoified themsehm: for tbek. 
pa&aiFeiieas lo fcbeir sapariors bj their t;j ran ny,,' cnialtr', 
and violence, fco those in their power. AinoFj'nrst 
themselves he says, ‘^discord, hatred y a base,, dan da'^’sr 
.injii.nes, yonaplaiats, a.Ed iicigatioas prevail to a' giir- 
■■ prising degree, 

No stranger can ,s.it down among tliero withonfe 
being sirack with the temper of malevolent conten- 
tion and am m os ity ^ as a prominent feature in ' the 
character of the society. It is seen in every village: 
fcce lohabitaots live amongst each other in a sort^of 
repulsive state. Nay, it enters into almost every ftimi- 
hr :/eldom IS there a household without its intereal 
divisions and lasting enmities, and most commonlv ' 
too oa the score of interest. The womeo, too, partake 
of this spirit of discord. Held in slavish subjectioa 
by the men, they rise in furious passions against 
each other, wh>oti vent themselves in snch loud viru- 
lent, and indecent railings, as are hardly to be beard 
in any other part of the world............... 

Beneyoleaoe has been represented as a” leading*" pri’n- 
cipe in the minds of the Hindoos; but those who 
TW® a^se^-tion know little of their character. 
Though a Hindoo would shrink with horror from the 
Idea of directly slaying a cow, which is a sacred 
animal amongst them, yet he who drives one in his 
cart, galled and excoriated as she is by the yoke, beats 
her unineroifnlly from hour to hour without any care 

consequence” Mr. Fraser 
Tytler, Lord Teigumouth, Sir James Mackintosh, and 
others only expand the dark features of this melanoho. 




• ■' 



1? mctOTe ; we need not therefore dweinargely 
noon it. The French missionary, the Abbe Duboie 
and Mr. Ward, the Bripflish one, bear a like testimoiiy 
'T'ba latter on the sabieot o£ Hindoo hnmanity, asks— _ 
^ thS; men and women, too, who drag their 
drinp' relations to the banks of rivers, at all seasons, 
day and night, and expose them to the heat and 

cold in the last agonies of death, without remorsa ; 
who assist men to commit self-mnrder, enconragiog 
them to swing with hooks in their backs to pierce 
their toao'ues and aides — to cast themselves on nackea 
knives or” bnry themselTes alive -throw themselves 
in rivers, from precipices, and under the cars of 
tlieir idol — -wlao miirdst their own cMldrea- biirj« 
inff them alire, throwing them to the alligators, or 
haWng^hem up alive in trees for the^ ants and 
crows before their own doors, or by sacrificing them 
to the . Ganges ;-wlio burn alive, amidst savage 
shouts, the heart broken widow, by the hands of t- esr 
own son, and with the corpse of a deceased fathar j 

who every year botcher thousands of animalsy ^ 

the call of superstition, covering themselves with 
Wood, oonsiguing their carcases to the dogs, and 
carrying their heads in triumph through the atreets? 
are these the benignant Hindoos ’’ 

It may be said that these cruelties are the nato. 
ral growth of their superstitions, Tma ; but, up to 
the period in question, who had endeavoured to cor- 
rect, or who cared f or their superstitioneso that they 
oaid their taxes T To this hour, or, at least, till but 
yesterday, many of these bloody ^superstitions have 
had the actual sanction of the British countenance I 
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Tofhis iloar the dreadful indications of tbeir erne! 
anu treacherous character, apart from thfir suner- 
&t’£i-ms trom time to (ime affright Europe. We 
iiiive lat'terly heard much of the hi^rrible deeds of 
5!!e riiug^i an-i phasiagars. Where such dreadful as- 
eociuiions and habits are prevalent to the estenfc 
aeecribed, tuare must be a moat monstrous corruDtica 
ox morals, shocking negl cc Or the p-ope, and con- 
sequent annihilation of every thing like socid se- 
cun y and civilization. In what, indeed, do-s 
the practice and temper of the Thugs differ from 
those of the deceits, who abounded at the p-riod 
m question ? These were gmgs of robbers^ who 

and practised by 
subtle subterfuge or open violence, as best suited 
the occasion. They went in troops, and made a 
common assault on houses and property o'' dianers'd 
themselves under vadous disgLe^ J inmdfreir 
Victims into their power. Mr, DowdeswelL in a re- 
port to Groverniueat in 1809, says, ‘-robbery rape and 
murder itself are not the worst figures in this^orrid 
and disgusting pictnra. An exped-ent of commof 
occurrence with the Deceits, merdy to induce bZZ 
fession of property Eupposod to be concealed, is to 
bpn the proprietor with straws or torches until ha 
^scioses the property or perishe.s in the Sames '* 
Mementioim one man who wa» convicted of havincr 
committedlS murders in If) days, and adds i 
‘‘volumes might be filled with the atrocities of tW 

Dec liiS, every Jme of which would make the ht^nrl 

r™»ld Wji B, 
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Sir H^^nry Strachey in his rep:^rl3 really qiio^ecl, 
says/^ the crime, of dc-coiliy, in trie difitricfe .ordUah 
cotta, hai^, I believe, trready increased s nce the 
Bii’i'^h admi’dstration of justice.. The, ,iiumb-n, of 
convicts confined at ' the six staiiops of this ijivisioa 
lindepeiid-'ii't 'of .Ziilah 24 perganaahs). is about . 4000, 
■Of* ,' them pfolmhly nine tenths 'are ' decoit^:^ Beside 
these some hnndreds of late years have, been fcr ms* 
ported. The number of persons convicied of decoity^ 
however gr<*at it m:>y appear, is cerrainly small in pro« 
porion to those who are guilty of the' crime. At 
Mi'iioapore I find by the reports of the Police daro* 
gars, that in the year 1802,- a period of peace and 
traBqnidity, they sent intelligence of no less than 
93 robberies, m et of them, a^ usual, committed by 
large gangs. With respect, to 51 of these robbenes, 
not a man was taken, ami for the remaining 42, very 
few, frequently only one or two in each gang/^ 
Other incigas describe the ' ext'-nt to W'idc'h' 'decoity 
existed*!, as being much vaster^ than was generally 
known, and calcalated to excite the most; gene,rai 

terror thraught'Xit the -Cun n try. ' 

This is an awful picture of: a people approaohiog 
to 100 millions, and of a great and splend d country 
which has been for, , the- most part in , our; hands,''''te 
m ire than a o-ntury I' only remains now to in- 
quire what has b-en done since the opening of the ISth 
century for the, instruc' ion and g'-nerai amelioration' 
of the cond-'dion -o£ this vast multitade of 'hamau 
beings, and thereby f ' our own, justification as a 
Chn^tian natiom. : . -Warren ,fla,sr.ings sai;i ;ino4 truly, 
that tkiowing aside ad pre:eaces of any other -kind^ 




are great steps in the right path. 1 o Lot one 1 ^ n a.ker^ 
and Mr. Duncan,, the governor of Bombay, iiimiortal^ 
thanks and- honour are, due, for firfct leading Uic? wa/ 
in this track 'Of great- reforms, by at one© dhconrs^u. 
ia-g, dissuading from, and' finally al olisbing 
cide in ■ Giizeart.- . One of, the most beneficial acts of 
the Marquis' Wellesley ''s- government, was to put this 
horrible custom down in ■ Saiigiir. liow^ little any-- 
tldog however,- but the exiractioo of revenue had 
tbrooghout all the course of our donjinion in India 
been regarded till the present century, , tb© Ghristiaii,. 
Besearches of Mr, Bucharian made manifest. The 
publication of that book, corning as it didirum a gen- 
tleman most friendly to our, authorities there, was , ,■ 
the commencement-, of a new era in our , Indian his- 
tory. It 'at once turned, by the strangeness of its 
details, the eyes -of all the religious ^world ^ on our ^ 
Indian territories, and excited a feeling vfhich mora 
than any othbr 'Ca.nse has led. ,to,- .the, , .clia-nges- which.--,-- -.,,--1 
■have hitherto been -.'effected. At thm, period (1806) | 

in making a tour through the p-3niiJBala of lnd;0;itaii . 
he diso,ov 0 red--that ■' eyerything like attention to the ; 
moral or''relig:^ou3 condition of either natives or oo« ^ 
'lonists was-totally neglected. That all the atfOcious i 
■superafcitions - -of-the H were not merely to ier?.t- 

'ted, but/ even sanctioned, and some of them patro- j 
nized by our govi'rnoaent That though there, were i 
above twenty-.Engiish regiments in India at that time, ! 
not one of them had a chaplam^ (P, bO}, 1 'hat la | 
■Ceylon, where , .the Dutch had once 32 Protastanfe | 
ohurches, ■ we had then but two English clergymen | 
in the whole ■ there were in it by i 
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compotation Sve lacs of natives profesfing OhristianitTI 
who, hotvever, “ had not one complete copy of tte 

t cv and conLquently 

tho^ verv tr into paganism, ;P. 95).^ That 

iofidelit? more notorious for their 

nreltl dW thing else, and by their 

,, pre^ente . did lofinile evil to the natives. That in 

that very year when the Governor of Bombay 
anm,unced to the Supreme Government at Calcutta 

in r I’® it remembered, which 

f “lone <^es<roz/pd annually 3090 

proie t m benevolent 

S;oeL;5 tl i horrors of homing widows were 
‘ amount of from seven hundred t© 

Ih^t the disgusting and gory worship of Jn<rger- 

bc n ed aniT prscticed, but ^was actually 

lU vlri*’ •’’v T'* English GovemmenI, 

Lno- tr^^ ® pilgrims 

going to the temples in Orissa and Bengal had ao. 

officers, British gentlemen to super- 

!h this bidfens worship and 

ofthTtemn? r the internal %ites 

nLiit ! ^ °“® ioatbsome scene of 

thTnnr Women being kept for 

the purpose; ,ts outward rit^s the crushing Sf hu^ 
man vtaums under the oar of the idol ^ 

* It,.i® s,ai{f tbat.iofan 
p-iFftfceiy perpetrated 
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TliQS. the Indiati Govr'riimeBt: bad in fact, instead 
of disooiiT^gin^ such praotices iu the native'^, taken \ 
up the trade of public .murderers, and keeper?! of 
houses of ill fame, and that under the sacred name 
of religions tolerance I A.m-^re awful state ^of things 
it is impossible ..to conceive; nor . one whjch more 
forcibly demon.strates what the; whole of this history^ 
proclaims,, ^kat tbere is no state of^cronc*, c.>rrnotioii, 
or villany, which by being familiarised 'to tiiera,. 
and coniingf to regard them as customary, educated 
mersv and men ot originaiij good .hearts and pure . 
consciences, will not eventually practice with com- 
posure, aod even defend as right. What defetmes ,■ 
have we nor, heard .in Borland ot thes^ very practice^?, , 
It was not till recently that pnbHo opinion was able; , ^ 
to put down the.immolatien of widows, 'V , nor fcill IbsS; 
■?ery moment ..that the .Indian G.o,ven;ment.., has ^... b^en 
shamed" out', of .trading .,.' in murde.r, anci .pros ,i, tut io,.rii,n, 
the t 0 O}ples.;.: 'Of .Juggernaut., Thus,, ,m,o^ 0 ....tha:E;^:: 

thi r ty j ea rs ha s 't.h is , in fa mo s tra d.e a.t ■ J o gi!„e rnmi t , 
been persisted from the ,.,start.lirg. e.xp ;?'U.re.,; Of ^it; 

' by Buchanan,' and mhhe ts-*ce all the abhoreuce, 

and remonstrancew of Bn^land — for more thun a c os- 
tury and- a. half, it ha.s ' been, toler.*'ted. '. .The .■ plea .on,,, 
which it ha.s-b0‘-,n '.defended,, is. that of de.hcay tow arcs 
the opinion^^ ot the.' natives.. That delicacy tliim ^de* : 
licatelj extended where:.mone'y was to be ..made,;, ^ 
nofe.in a single. ca..S0,''bee.n, practised ffo* a ,' singles p,ii* ■ 
stant where .<mr interest prompted ','a„ d iff aren't,; ..pon-*,^ 
duct. We hav.0-3eized on' .the,. lan,,ds of, the, .nat.iYes-.: 


® ' Nominally, ia hut not , sctoally ' till considerabiy' !at®f 
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Hto 5 idegraded their persona by 

Lo tl .s plea ha, been 30 strongly rebatj by o e 
^elacqaamtedwith Indi*, in the Ore.uUl hLald! 

e.npi-eof nni I ^nnipiion that oar empire is an 

tiTiwarranrPfl n^'^’ inference is 

on it is net " ®“P'>’e is not an empire of opini- 

Stv/ itLs bsea^ac. 

aiilass' thfi"^ ^ *1 “'od can only be retained, 

“ v L is altered 

love bTrn^^r ''0'“"<=ardy ceded, from the 

wire fir possessors. We 

onr iA 75 *r ^ to laod on the sea coiist to sell 

dewre ^ ■■'O'iohoas traders ; till by 

w “W sometimes by fraud! 

cont iininL oarmlves of an extant of territory 

heiac, a hnndred millions of human 

the r. /) P’^^ '^own the ancient sovereigns of 

powJr ®'.’'‘PP®‘^ tha nobles of a!] their 

Lithe r! o ^ drains on the industry 

their hi I ' he peoi)le,we take from them all 

a sinJI'’^ deposable wenlth. Ttiere is not 

araiii™(l that oeuntrv that we have ever 

StriLftf “t -bich oL 

or hvrt commanding inaaenoe coaid enforce, 

>'k-pp«.»-and 
There IS not a spot throaghoat the whole of this 
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wast reg'On wTipreon we rule by any otter medinm 
than that by which we first gained oar footing 
there-^-siinple force* There is not a district in which 
the natives would not glady_ see our places _ as 
rulers supplied by men of their own nation, faith, 
and manners, so that they might have^ a share 
in their own affairs ; nor is there an individua!, cut 
of all the millions subji-ct to our rule in Asia, whose 
opinion is ever asked hS to the policy or impolicy 
of any law or- regulation about to be made by our 
Government, however it may press the interests of 
those subject by its operation. It is a delusion 
which Can never be too frequently exposed, to be- 
lieve that our empire in India is an empire of opinion, 
or to imagine that we have any security for our pos- 
session of that c luntry, except the^ siiperwrity of 
our means for maiataining the dominioa of force. 

(vol. ii p. 174.) 


IHE IMGLISH IN INDIA, »«-CONOf.UDSD. 



The preceediog chapter is m awful subject ^of ' 
.coutp'mpb.ition for , a Ghristiao nation. An umpire 
over one' honndred millions acquired by fore©, and held 
by, force for the appropriation of their revenu.^.^,1 
Even this dofninion of force is a fragile teonre. We 
even, now watch the approaches of the gfganuo powf,r 
of Russia towards these regions with jsaloosy and 
alarm; and it is evident that at onc^^ secariry to our- 
selve'j, and atonement to the natives, are only to be 
found in the araeliorHtiou of their condition: in ediioat» 
ing and OhriS' ianiscing them, and in amalgam ii^iog 
t hern with British inter©'* ts and British blood as much 
as possible. The throwi<‘g open of these vast regions, 
by the abolition of the Company's charter of trade, to 
the enterpris© and r#^idf^nc© of our co*iiitryrn©n, ^now 
offers n« ample means of moral retributions and it is 
with peculiar interest that we now turn to ©very 
symptom of a better state of things. 

A new impiilse is given bi both c€mm®rc© and 
agrieultur©. Th** raarrh <»f improvemf*n? in the oul* 
tivatioo and maoufacture ot various* productions is 
b®gan." The growth ' of wheat is encourag*^d, and 
even iarg© quantises of fine flour imported, them^a 
into Ingland. The indigo trade has b-come amazing 
by :, the improvement in the manipulation of that 
, articles. Sugar, rofee, oruum,' cott^m* spices, ^rice, 
■every .product of this rich und varied region, 
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find a srreafer demand, and consequently a greater 
perfection from culture, under these oircurnsf.atices. 
There is, in tact, no spices of vegetsble produciion 
■which, in this glorious countr*. , off. ring i i one part or 
another the tt mperaiure of every known climate, may 
not be introduced. Such is the fertility of the 
iand un 'Or good m nagoinent, that the natives obe® 
now make '26 £ per acre of their pro luce. 1 ha 
potato i-< becoming as inucii esteemed there 
Ion Of been in Europe and Araerioa. lea is like y to 
b ■come one of its most important articles of native 
growth Onr rnisaionaries of a vari nts aenomina- 
t.ons— epiacopliaiis. i-.atho'ios, bapfcis’S, methodists, 
mirav.oiis, etc., are zealously bub uniig to sprmid 
knowle dge snd Ohristioidty ; and there is n ithmg, 
aecordioo to tee Ohris'ian brahmin, Rammohaii Key, 
wh'Cii the Indian people a> much .desire as an 
English ednOaiioH. Let that be given, and t.iev ® 
of casie nvii.st be broken at once The prt Ss, sttice^ iQ 
great struggle in u-hich Mr Bucki ighain was driven 
from India tor atremp ing it- freed«tm, has acquired 

8 great degreaiof freedom. The nati-res ^e admitted 

to sit on pettv iuries: slavery is abolished, and d i~S, 
and best, edncaiioii is now extensively and zealonly 

promoted. The company was bou'id bv the term-, o 

its charter in 1813 to devote _ 10,0(10 i annually to 
educating natives in the English Isiiguioc ana Eng- 
lish knowledge, which, though but a_ inflmg fturn 
eornpared with the vast pooulation. aided by various 
nrivate .schools, must have produced very banefioial 
effects Bishoo Bfeher states that on hia arrival in 
Bengal he found that there were fifty thooaaad 
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scliolafs^ cbie.ll? linger tbe'c^Te Protep^taint mis* 
sioBaries,. ' Tliese are the. meuns 'w.bieli'iQONt i veiitiial-, 
Jy'. make British rule that btessing, winch it oogM 
lo have been long. ago. -.These areTha tneai'iS b? winch, . 
'We'raaj at utie, :Bnd inore than;'at one, for'.all. ,oor crimes 

B.ml onr selfi'shnesH in India.- Bnt let ns reme.mber th>^t 

we are^after the despotisiu' of two centiiiies, alte-r oeeai .s, , 
O'- hi od shed' by ns, and-ocean-s' of wealth drained, by , 
ns from Ind'ia, and -^fter that'b.lind and calkwis ,sjs-- 
tem of exaction and , Boropean exclosion .which 
perpetoHted all t,he ignorance and bU the atr^- cities 
#f ilir.cla sii! erstitions, Hiid kid. the boTtheii of thieiii; 
on our n shoii'ders — hut- at tliis. naciiieTit -ontha 
roere thresuold o this better career. Le't) us rein«-iB- 
ht5r that.Stiil, atib^ hour^ndostHB in ^act the, irdand 
of the Miist'l It' is a cc.^iirdry puuriii-g, oii-t. w.eftlth 
npOL ns while-; it is sw arm .with a- pof-nlrstion.. 

O. e hiifidred miliioos-in the lowest st.ate oh poven v 
s.nd . . wre.tc bed ness. , - It ■ ■ - s'w arms ;--- w ith ' robbers -Ci 
assassins of the ' .most- ■.d-rea-dfDl'de'-cription and ,-k iB 
im?. ossibk that it ' sh« ub be otbs rwis-e. It k - said 
to be happy and’ co'ntonfed under -c-.ur rule ; but such 
a iiapivness as its boldest ad-vorafes occasi-n'illy 
g've ii.-.a' g'limpse.'of, '-■ tOHy: -God ' soon, T-ei«o\;e ir.V'm 
that oppressed country. ■' '; .indeed,: :s.u'c,h^ .-are the lea- 
tnrea of it, even sss drawn by itS'enk-^gistSv^aa ma M 
■ us- wofider thaf-Biaoh-- .■ wretch edne'ss', shooki' exist iin,cier 
Bi’gljab swayb ■ Our-' tra.veUers'- des.eribe ■ the --masa^ o' 
the kboii.ri.ng ■ people, as stoBted^in-- sfca 
ly the women ; as half famished,^ and;- with -.;-h»r ft; 
raff to their -"baohs. ,Mr'-'--Tnekert hi-ins^^ 
tod Dapaty ChaifiBaa' 



«; Whailier it be possible for ibem fco , believe . ■&' , 

CJf>V0rQm0nt, wMob seenss dispose^i to appropriate a, , 
vast ^territory as universal landlord, and, to collect, 
not revenney ' bat rent, onu have aaj otber .view, 
than to '.'extract from tha people, the utmost , portion 
W'hicli they can pay ? 'and adds, iha.t if the, 'deadly 
hand of the tax gatherer perpotually ,, hover over toQ 
land, atid' threaten to grasp that wbioH is not yet , 
called into existence,- its benumbing influence most 
be, 'and the fruits of the earth will be stifled la 
the .very, germ.” 

' Yet this is the constant system ; and the poor 
ryO'S wh-o culcjvate from six to twenty^ four rtcres,- 
but generally of the smaller kind, requiring, only orna 
plough, ^^^hioli with other iraplemenrs an ! a, teaoi,- 
of - oxea-, coats about 6 I .are compelled to for^i not 
such aB they chose,, but such as are aUoted to them ;. 
to pny from one half to two thirds of their gross 
produce, if they, attempt to run away from 
are brought back and flogged, and forced to work. 
If after all they can not pny their quota, Sir '^bonias 
Mu tiro telU jon^ it must be nsmsed.uponthe rest,,: 

That whor'd crop 6 71 is &a% the seed^ the p0a«« 
aid always be made to piy the /wiJreut where 

can. And tout all complaints on the p irt oi 
should be listened to with very great can*, 
it' any wonder that Indo^^tan js, , and 

has been full of robbers ? b this system not 
t.> make men ran off. and do anychuia. bat 
thus vsrtthoat hope ? But it is n«t merMly the 
t^k-masters ssot over them. ; ^ m 
ot the talUars.” says Sir 


1 ' 109 ', I ' 

Tliomss Monro, are themselves thieves; al! the ka- 
wilgars are themselves' robbers txemptiriii; them ; and 
.ihontjb tiiey are now afraidho .aci openlj^ there is no 
'.do-obt roany of them '■still ; Secretly i'cdlow ilnir 
''former practi'ces-. '. Many -p'Otails , and curnii:iiis also ■ 
'liarbcjiir' .'thieves v'so . that-. 'no'-, ...traveller can pass 
tliroogii, the .ceded districts ■ without being. , robbed, 
'who does not employ his .'Own S0rva,iits .or ■ tbo^e of 
'fcha village to. watch a.t night ; and- . even this precaa» 
tlon, is often iiieffeotoal.. ' . Many ’O,-ff 6 n,d 0 rs are ta.keii^. 
but; great numbers' also- escape, for connivance must 
also be, exp^-mted araong.'.'the'kawil.gars and the talliars, 
wh'O are themselves thieves ;,aE-d the inhabitants are 
Q.ftea backward in giving information from the fear 
oi cissdssinatiofl*^’^ Colonel-' Stew art in 1825, ..asserted 
' in -his, "V'Oonsiderations on -the .Policy of the Goverii- 
"meirt.'.of India., that - ^f..if- W 0 d.'uok ' .for absolute and 
bodily injury produced. 'by,., our. /m'isgovern merit, he did 
not believe that ali-the:--cr.a.elties: p.'ractis^ in the life^ 
'time of the worst' tyrant that ever sat upon a throne, 
even ■amounted to the quantity of human suffering fc- 
flioted by the Deceits i?i one year m I'he 

prevalence of Thugs and Pbasingars does not augur 
much improvement in this respect yet ; nor do recent 
tr-aveliers ' induce us 't O’ heliev© '..-that the .picture , of 
popular misery .given us abodt'- half a doKen years 
ago by the author of Eefleciions on the Present 
etate of British India, is yet become uotnie* 

poverty... of' the cultivating, das* 

. ses,.' 'm.ea who have^ .both., .prop.erty and ■ employment,, 
has been alone.' 00-0 si-'dered bui th'© , ex.te.oae, m4,s.ery,.. 
Ip which the immense mass of th© ' unemployed popu- 
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latioa are reduced, would defy fche most nMe pen 
-il-.q mieiy to descnbi, or the mo^t tertiie imaijiija- 
tion m conceive. . . • ■ Ou many oco .sions of 

eremony in families of wealthy in iividaaU, it is 
ca^tom .ry to dist.ribaie alms to the poor ; sooietimes 
four annas, about three-pe„oe, and rarley more than 
eiirht annas each. When such an occurence is made 
IsM wn, the poor a=semble in astonishing n umbers, and 
e roads are overed with them from twenty to fatty 
roiies in every direction. Ontheir approaching tie 
place of gifc, no notici is taken of them, thonorlv halt 
famished, and almost unable to stand, till tiwards 
the eveaing, vvhen thev are called into an inclosed 
space, and huddled tog.tther for the night, in such 
crowds, that notwithsianding their being in the open 
air it is surprising how they escape suffocation. 
When the individuil who makes the donation per- 
ceives that all the appl-.cants are i-i the 
Iby which process he guards against the possibility of 
any poor wretch receiving his bounty twice), be be- 

gins to dis cense his alms, either in the night, O' on 
the following morning, by taking the poor peop Q, 

one by one, from the place of thmr eonfinement and 
driving them off as soon as they Shave received their 
pittance. The number of people thus aooumulated, 
generally amounts to from twenty to fifty thousand , 
and from the dutanoe they travel, and the hard- 
ships they endure for s. inconsiderable a bounty 
some idea may be formed of their destitute o^ rxdnion. 

“ In the interior of Bengal there is a class of in- 
habitants who live by catching fish in the ditches and 

rivaleis; the men employing themselves during tna 
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' whole the wemeTi travellmg to the nearest 

dty.,,oiteii a'disiaiice Oi filteeti miles,, to gel! the pro- 
dtioe* ,TI':e ra-e at ' which these poor creatures ■ per-, 
form theif' daily ioiirney is. almost Jnei’eai'ble,, , and 
I the sum realized. iS' s.o small- as/ scarcely to afford 

them the necessaiies of ile. In- short, thro-ogh®iit .the 
whole of the provinces the crowds- of pjor wretches 
who are de4itijte ' of the means of sobsisteoce .are 
I beyond relief. ' Oo passirig tbrou^di the country,' .they 

'I',' ■ are seen to pi'-k the nndigtsted grains.-, of fv.'ad 'from 

the dung of elephants, horses, and camels- ; and if 
' they can procure' a Utde salt, large parties of them. 
I , sally into 'he fields at. night, and devuur the gretH 
1' blades of corn or rice the instant they are se*.''ii to 

f shoot above the surface. Such, indeed, is their wret*. 

', fh':. chedness that they, envy the lot 'of the convicts 
w.orking in chains -upon the roads, and have been 
'|.. known to. incur the danger, (i .criminal prosecntio,Q, 

i in order- to secure themselves -from starving by the 

';|y -' - allowance made to thoge who are condemned to hard 

I laboar.®’.,. 

' Such is the . condition of. these native millions 

from whose country our coantrymeo,^ flocking over 
'there, according to the celebrated simile of Burke 
!' ^^like birds 'Of prey and of passage,' to collect wea.th 

) '. * have returned with most splendid fortunes t® Bug-* 

' -land.’:’ ^ ' W slavery of some half 

'millio.'n of the West ■ Indies, who' have ex- 
cited so'much interest an-iongst.us, ■ to'the virtual :' si a- 
'yery of these hutidted miliiGHs of Hindus in Iheir 
I own land? It is declared that these poor creatnre-s 

I ' §re haypy under our ■government," — but-'^- it'-sliouid bo 
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recollected tliTkfc so it has bean, and is, said of tha 
negroes ; and it should be also recollectsd what Mr 
John , Malcolm said, in 1824, in a debate at the India- 
boQsa— himself a governor and a iandator of oar 

svxtem that “ even the instructed classes of natviea 
have a’ho-tile feeling towards us, which was not likely 
to deorefisefrom the necessity they were under of con- 
cealincr it. Mv attention,’' he said, “ has been dur- 
jap the last five-and-twenty years particularly direc- 
led to this dangerous apecias of secret war carri d on 
against our authority, which ,is always earned on by 
numerous though unseen hands. The soirit is kept 
nn bv letters, by exagperated reports, and by preten- 
ded prophecies. When the time appears favourable 

from the occurence of misfortune to oar arms, from 
rebellion in oar provinces, or from mutiny m our 
troops, circular letters and proclamations are disoers. 
ed over the country with a celerity that is moredibla. 

Suck ioeunients are read with avi^V- Their contend 

are in most oases the sanae. TheB iglish are depict. -a 
as usurpers of low casta, and as tyrants, who have 

sought India only to degrade _ them, to robthera of 

their wealth, and subvert their u<ag9s _and religio^ 
The native soldiers are always appealed ; to, and the 
advice to them is in all instances I have met with, the 

‘your European tyrants are few in number^ 

murder them!’*' 

How far are these evils diminished since the last 
great poliiical change in India— since the abolition of 
theOoWa«y’^ became, not t^ 

commercial monopolists, but the governors of India, 

Dr Spry, of the Bengal Medical Staff, can anawer 
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tliali in' Ms Madera ■ India, pub! ished io 1887* 

The wertby' dfeior'describes himself 'as a sharti time 
ago f 1833) being on,^.,. an expedition to ^ reduce some 
insorrectionary Ooles'ic the provinces of Benares ' and , 
■Dinapore." ^ Next morning,’^ he says, ^‘,Feb. Mh, 
we went ont: in three parti fen burn and destroy: 
villsffas ! Good '-fun , , bnrniog,, villag^^s The mode; 
of ' expression, .would lead one to suppose ; that .. tbe 
doctor extremely .enjoyed the^good fail" of. bariiing 
'villages;''; bat the general; spirit of bis work, being; 
eensible and humane, we are hound ^ to ^suppose that 
his expressions and his notes, of admiration are ironi-* 
cal, and meant to indicate the abhoreace such acts 
deserves ■; for he ■ immediately tells .us that jb^se 
Coles seemed very inoffensive sort of peoplev^nd laid 
down their, arms io large numbers the moment they, 
were invited .to do so.. 

Dr. Spry tells us that the ' Anglo Jnaiaii",g,over,n-. 
ment, in 1836,, had oometo the a,dm,irable . resolution 

to make the English language the ^macular tongue 

thronghont Inaostan. That would be, m effect, to 

make it entirely an English land-to Seayen 't japidiy, 
and for ever, with the spirit, the daws, the hieristn e, 
and the religion of England, It is impossible to 
make the English language the _ vernacular 
without at the same time producing f ® 
nishing moral revolution which ever 
on the earth. English ideas, English 

literature and religion, must / follow^asj matter of 

course. It is onrious, indeed, already to hear of the 
Srncted natives of Indostan holding literary and 
philosophical meetinga in English forms, debating 
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qiiestioBS of morals and polite letters^ and adducing 
the opinions of Milton, Shakspeare, Ne.wton, 'Locke, 
©tc» 'Dr. Spry states that the'Oommitte© of , Pnbiio 
InatrnctioQ are about to establish . schools for educat- 
ing the natives in English, at 'Patii'ah, Dacca, Ha zeeri- 
bagh, Gohawati,..and other places '; and, that the native 
pnooes in Nepaul^ Manipur,' Rajpootanah, the Pon- 
ja'ub, etc. were- receiving instruction in English, and. 
desirous to promote it in their, ' territories, 'This is 
most eneouraging ; but Dr. Spry gi'ves us other facts 
of' a leas agreeable nature. Prom these we learn that' 
the ancient ca'uker of India, excessive and unremitt- 
ing exaction, is at this moment eating into the very 
vitals of the country as actively as ever. He says 
that it is in the territories of the independent native 
chiefa and princes that, great and useful works are 
found, and maintained. ' In our territories, the' canals,^ 
bridges, reservoirs, wells, groves, temples, and cara- 
vansaries, the works of our predecessors, from reve-. 
Hues expressly appropriated to such nndortakings^ 
are going fast to decay,' together with- the feelings' 
which originated' them ; 'and unless a new and , more 
enlightened policy shall ba followed, of which the 
da'^^^n may, perhaps, be distinguished, will soon leave 
no\ a trace behind* - A persistance for ' a ^ short time 
itn.ger incur selfish administration, will ' levep the , 
face of the country, aS it has' levelled the ranks of , 
society, and leave a plain surface for wiser statesmen ; " 
to act on. 

present, the aspect of society, presents,' no: ': 
middle class, and the asp'Oct of ,the hountry is ksing , , 
all those great works. of ornament and utility with 
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wliicli we'fotind it adoFr!.efi, .Great ■families are btel- 
led.. and lost,,;ia' the 'o.rowd and' great 'cities hare 
dwindled iafco f.-irra villages* The' work of d 0 .stmctioa 
is still going.. on,; and unless we act on ■' neW' principles.; 
will proc'^ed with deso.'lating rapuiity. ' How diany 
thousand links by which the agecdons ot the.' people 
are n'liited to tlie soil,. und 'o their gov'ernineo.t, ai’a 
every year bro.ken and , destroyed by.onr 'sellishoesa 
and ignorance..; and yet, if our- views in. the coimtry, 
extended .beyond the. returns of a single harve'4, 
beyond 'the march of a single detachment, or the 
■journey of a single day, we could not be so. bliud to 
their utility and advantage.”- He adds: By ' our 
revenue roanagernent we have shaken the entire con- 
fidence O'f the rural population, who. now no longer lay 
out f-heir little capital ivi vir<age improvem.ent, lest our 
revenue officers, at the expiration of their leases, 
should take advantage of their labours, and impose 
■ an "■additional . 'rent, -With reg'-ird ''to 

Biodostan, those natives who are unfriendly to us 
f)dght with jiidice declare vur conduct to be more filUed 
to Vandadsm than to dviUzationr ■, . Burke’s 

severe rebuke still holds good, — -that if the English 
were driven from India, they would , leave . behind 
them no memorial worthy of a /great and enlightened 
Bation, no monuraent of art, science, or baoefi.cance; 
no ve‘^tiag 0 of their , havimjr occupied, and yaled over 
the country, except. such traces as the vu .lure and 
the tiger leave behiod bheml’— -pp. 10-18. He tells 
os that a muaicipal tax was-, imposed:, under pretence 
of improving and beautifying the towns, but that the 
improvemeots very a.oon' stopped,, .while the'. -tax m 



Bitill industrioTisly collected* ■ In' the appendix io lis 
Erst Yolame, we find detailed all the ; miseries..' the 
ryots as we have just reviewed them ; aBd'.: he. tells 
ns that of this outraged clasS' are eleven-lwekhs of the 
population ! and .'quotes the' ■ following sentence from 
The Friend . of .India/’ ; A proposal;, was. .some 
time sine© made, or rather a wish expressed, , to do* 
mestioat© the art of caricaturing in India. ' Here is a 
fine subject. The artist should first draw the leaii 
and emaciated; ryot, scratching the . earth at the tail 
of a plough, drawn. by two half-starved, bare-ribed 
bullocks. Upon his back he would place the more 
robust Seeputneedar, and upon his shoulders the 
Durputneedar ; he, again, should sustain the well-fed 
Putneedar ;. and, seated upon his shoulders should be 
represented, to crown the scene, the big jzemiodari 
that compound of milk, sugar, and clarified butter. 

- . . , ' The; poor' ryot pays for all I He is drain- 

ed by these middle-men ; he is cheated by his banker 
out of twenty-four per cent, at least; and his con- 
dition is beyond description or imagioationo** 

■Dr. Spry attests the present continuance of.ihose 
scenes of destifcut'ion’ and abject wretchedness which 1 
have but a few- 'pages back alludod to.",.. He.' has seen 
the miserable creatures p';ckiag up the grains of earn, 
from the soil of - the roads, have se'en,’* 'says' he, 
hundreds of' famishing poor, traveraing ■ the jungles 
of Bandlecundv searching for wild berires: 'to satisfy 
the cravings of hunger. . M.anj,.' .worn, down by '■ex- 
haustion, or ■■disease, ■Hie, by ' the, road-side, while' 
their ..off, spring ,„f rom , 8,tar,.v.a',tio,o, 
rich man they . can rn'Oe t ,f ■’ :■ 



• Even so recently as 1827 we ana some i.oier«oi;r 
stances oJ regal gifts to our Indian representatives. Lord and 
Laay Amherst on a tout in the provinces arrived at Agra. Lady 
Amuerst reoeived a visit from ihe wife of Hindoo How and his ladies. 
They proceeded to invest Lady Amherst with the presents seat for 
herbythe Hyza Bhys. They put on her a turban richly adorned 
with the most costly diamonds, a superb diamond necklace, ear-rings 

anklets, bracelets, and amulets of the same, yalned at 30, OOOf, sterUng. 

A complete set of gold ornaments, and another of silver, was then 
presented. Mias Amherst was next presented with a pearl necklace- 
valued at 5,OUOf.. and other ornaments of equal beauty and oostlinsee. 
Other ladies had splendid presents— the whole value Of the gifts 
amounting to 50, OOOf. sterling 1 

In the evening came Lord Amherst’s turn. On visiting the Rew, 
his hat wascarried out and brought back on a tray covered. The 
Bow uncovered it, and placed it on hi. lordship’s head, overlaid with 
the most splendid diamonds. His lordship was thenunvested with 
sthcr jewels to the reputed amount of ao.OOOf. steiiing. Tresents 





place bnilf; by retu-nei Indian nabobs in England ; 
for every mve^tal^^nli by fortunate adventurers in 
India stock ; for every cup of wine and delicious 
.viand tasted by the faimUes of Indian growth 
aroongst us, hoW many of these Indians themselves 
are uow pickina berries iu the wild jungles, awolior- 
ing at the thankless plough only to suffer fre-h ex- 
tortions, or snatshing with the bony fingers of famine, 
the bl ated grains from the manure of the high- 
ways of their native comitry ! 

I wonder whether the happy and fortunate- 
made happy and fortunate by the wealth of India, 
ever think of these thuags ?— whether the idea ever 
comes accrots them in the luxurious oarriagfl, or at 
the table crowded with the luxuries of all climates | 
—whether they glance in a sudden imagination from 
the silken splendour o; their own abodes, to the hot 
highways and the pesiilOMtial jungles of India, and 
see those naked, sqnalied, famishing, ^ and neglect d 
creatures, thronging from vast dintances to the 
iidh mm’s dole, or feeding on the more loathsome 
dole of the roads ? it is impossible that a more 

strange antithesis can be pointed out in huinanr 

■rs. We tarn from it with even a convulsive joy, 
grasp at the prospects of education in that singular 
C 'Untry. Let the people be educated, and they will 

followed to the members of his suite. Lady Amherst took this oppor- 
tunity of retiring to the tents of the Hindu ladies, ro/iere presests 
WQPe t and a bag ol 1,000 rupees to her ladyship’s female : 

servants, and 50o rupees io her interpreteBs, 

OritHtai H»a\d, vol. sir. o 444. 
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Bom mmB : tor permit oppraasion.*. -Let the English 
:eiigag;^^;ih'eaiselvesjn edoaatiDg and they will 

soon feel and tlie, sympathies of nature awaken in their 
hearts towards these unhappy initivts,' In the mean-* 
time these are, all, the ■■ features of a ■ country suHering 
:,iiQder the, evils of a long ' and grievous thraldom. 
"'They are the growth of ages, and are not to : be re-^ 
XQO,ved but by a zealous and' unwearying .course 'of 
titoning justice^ Spite of ah fl.it tering representations 
to the contrary, ■ the British- ■public should keep its 
eye fixed steadily on India, assuring itself that a debt 
of vast retribution is tli^^re due from us ; and that we 
have only to meet the desire now anxiously manifes- 
ted by the natives for education, to enable us to ex- 
piate towards the children all the wrongs and degra- 
datiooi heaped for centuries on the father ; and to fii 
OUT' name, our laws, our" language and religion, as 
widely and beneficently there in the New World I 
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URDU BOOKS ON ■ POLITICS 


S. AJIT SINGH & OTHERS. 


MUHIBBANI WATAN—or « the patriots ” 
written at Manclalay Fort. It gives brief stetches of 
very the best examples of patriotism in ail climes 
and ages. Price as. 4 only. 

BAGHI MASIH — or “Christ the Eebel ” a very 
interesting book proving: on the authority of the 
Bible that Christ was a great political man ot bis time 
and his patriotism was solely responsible for bringing 
death sentence upon him Price as. 4 only. 

ILHAQ PUNJAB— or the annexation of the 
Punjab and deportation of Maharaja Duleep Singh. 
This book fully explains the injustice done to the 
Maharaja of the Punjab by depriving him of his do- 
minions and disregarding all his claims. Every 
Punjabi is recommended to read the book. The book 
contains 200 pages. Price as. 12 only. 

GHADAIi — 1857 “or the mutiny of 1857" being a 
vtrue account of the events of the great mutiny 
which the Government of India wanted -to keep 
secret. The author had to leave India for writing 
this book. Every student of Indian History and 
every lover of India should read this book, It con- 
talus some 300 pages Priee Re, 1 only. 


THE MANAGER 
Bharat Mata Boole Ag^ney, 
Jjahoti 


JUST our I 


JOSS out!! JUStOUtlH 


pnee 


Homan iaagement ia Ijassa on nothing bat the 
knowledge a man possesges, None can haye^the knoif- 
ledge of the fafeare. So to ja^ge Of ® 
onoraagt kno# hfe past. Similarly fo Jnd^ ^ a, 
natioa^s position it is neoassacy to bays a kapyflsdge 
of'itS'-BWl Msfeow as iufta ssMohi '^ tdpwfci. t 
blander after onae realiaing its ssnoos conaeiittoacsos 
so a nation for its fatara siffey and good should 
know its pssb well and beooma wiser by ,exprianoe. 
Eor the Hittdn nation the only bn®bof bw 4 
PBBA.i:i -.NSOKL^OB -It points opt , the f ol has 

and blindera w^oh kaye Sd 

Ones mighty race of Hindss. J?h9 bookabon d ,0 
widely read all oyer India. / . 

To 'be baa from: ' , 

Ths'lCandgeri . ' 

■ ; Bharat 'Mata' Book agoioyi' 

•, ^ , 'V ' > ■- ' Lahore 

N0ti0i_The Urdu Translation of diyide abd oon- 
. qaer'* is also ready for sale and as onl^ a, banssa 

number of cbpias had been got pnntbd_ it 

;be snppbod tbosia ^bo apply' oariy Brioo'atfd on I 



